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A RESOLUTION to honor and recognize Kentucky's female athletes for their dedication to their respective sports.

WHEREAS, Kentucky has a long tradition of producing world famous athletes recognized for their contributions to the sports in which they participated; and

WHEREAS, the passage of the federal Title IX Act in 1972 allowed girls more of an opportunity to participate in organized sports; and

WHEREAS, today, young ladies play in recreational sports leagues in cities and towns all across the Commonwealth, and school-sponsored girls' teams are found in all of Kentucky's middle schools, high schools, and colleges and universities; and 

WHEREAS, female athletes have taken their place in Kentucky's sports' history books, including such athletes as Geri Grigsby who set the record for the most points scored in a regular basketball season with 1,885; Brigid DeVries, a former diver at the University of Kentucky and the first female commissioner of the Kentucky High School Athletics Association; Bernadette Locke-Mattox, one of the first women to act as an assistant head coach of a men's college basketball team; Mary T. Meagher-Plant, winner of three gold medals in swimming at the 1984 Olympics; Tori Murden-McClure, first woman and American to cross-country ski to the geographic South Pole, and most recently, the first woman to row across the Atlantic; and Tamara McKinney, first U.S. woman to win a world cup in downhill skiing; and 

WHEREAS, according to figures obtained from the Kentucky High School Athletics Association, over 44,000 girls participated in more than 25 different sports in 2,381 high schools during the 2009-2010 school year; and 

WHEREAS, many young women continue their athletic careers at Kentucky colleges and universities by participating on teams including but not limited to basketball, softball, tennis, track and field, golf, field hockey and volleyball, and

WHEREAS, the hard work and dedication it takes to be an athlete often goes unnoticed; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives hereby honor and recognize Kentucky's female athletes for their dedication to their respective sports, and express their appreciation for the thrills and excitement they bring to the games in which they participate.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Julian Tackett, Commissioner of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association, 2280 Executive Drive, Lexington, Kentucky 40505.
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