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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of Paul Merriman Smith.

WHEREAS, Paul Merriman Smith was born April 25, 1926, in Versailles, Kentucky, to the late Paul Merriman and Jessie Turner Smith; and

WHEREAS, after graduating from Castle Heights Military Academy in 1944, Mr. Smith enlisted in the United States Navy and served in the submarine service in the Pacific during World War II; and

WHEREAS, upon completion of his military service, Mr. Smith enrolled at the University of Kentucky, where he obtained a bachelor of science degree in commerce in 1950. Shortly thereafter, he began a career in law enforcement with the Department of the Kentucky State Police; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Smith was a devoted public servant and for the next 31 years served the Commonwealth with honor, integrity, and distinction. He held every rank in the Kentucky State Police, from trooper to the director. He ultimately became the Deputy Commissioner of the Department of Public Safety, a position he held until his retirement in 1981. Still desiring to contribute to the safety and well-being of the public, Mr. Smith served as the chief of the Woodford County Police Department for five years; and

WHEREAS, Paul Smith was a faithful and devout member of First Christian Church of Versailles, where he worshiped and shared His love for God each week until he was too ill to attend; and

WHEREAS, on February 2, 2011, a shadow of sorrow fell over Versailles, and Mr. Smith departed from this life. He leaves behind the love of his life, to whom he was married for 59 years, Barbara Weekly Smith; two deeply cherished daughters, Suzanne Gaines and her husband Billy and Sissy Cobb and her husband Arnold; three grandchildren, Lindsey Rankin, T. A. Rankin and his wife Sarah, and Mary Beth Gaines; a great-grandson, Brody Alexander Rankin, and an entire community whose lives he enriched in countless ways; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Paul Merriman Smith has left a great void in the lives of his family members and his many friends throughout the Commonwealth. He will be greatly missed, but his dedication to the well-being of the people of his beloved Commonwealth has left Kentucky a better place. He will be remembered with respect, love, and gratitude;


NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its deepest sympathy upon the passing of Paul Merriman Smith, and extends its heartfelt condolences to his beloved family and countless friends.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Paul Merriman Smith.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Barbara Smith, 107 Camden Avenue, Versailles, Kentucky 40383-1111.
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