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A RESOLUTION honoring Rowan County Senior High School student Hannah Mabry for her discovery of a rare pulsar.

WHEREAS, a student in Ms. Jennifer Carter's Astronomy Pulsars class, Hannah Mabry became the first student in the Commonwealth of Kentucky to be officially credited with the discovery of a pulsar. As part of the Pulsar Search Collaboratory founded, in part, by the National Science Foundation, Ms. Mabry made a rare outer space find when she located and identified the phenomenon. The pulsar she discovered is uncommon because it is a "millisecond pulsar," a unique neutron star that spins 1,000 times per second; and 

WHEREAS, Ms. Mabry, a junior at Rowan County Senior High School, has exemplified the importance of investing in the future of math and science education. Her dedication to astronomy, her curiosity about the mysteries of outer space, and her incomparable discovery have made her fellow students understand that anything you reach for can be obtained; and

WHEREAS, on the weekend of January 22nd, 2011, Hannah and her family were invited to tour the National Radio Astronomy Observatory facility in Green Bank, West Virginia. During her stay, she gave interviews for print and online journals and was able to use the facility's telescope to look at her beautiful pulsar; and

WHEREAS, the importance of Ms. Mabry's discovery and its uncommon nature deserve recognition from this Honorable Body. Her desire to touch the stars and her goal of making a truly historic discovery should be commended;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives honors and commends Hannah Mabry; her parents, Don and Belinda Mabry; her teacher, Jennifer Carter; and her principal, Debbie Howes upon Ms. Mabry's discovery of a rare pulsar, and expresses best wishes for continued success in Ms. Mabry's future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Hannah Mabry. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Rowan County Senior High School, Principal Debbie Howes, 499 Viking Drive, Morehead, Kentucky 40351.
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