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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Calvin Leisure in recognition of his service during the attack on Pearl Harbor and during World War II.

WHEREAS, Calvin Leisure, a native of Cool Springs, was inducted into the United States Army at Fort Knox in the summer of 1941, an oath he took only after convincing his mother to sign the forms allowing him to join the military despite being under the age of 18; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Leisure was assigned to Company L, 35th Infantry, 25th Division and sent to Schofield Barracks in Honolulu, Hawaii, to train as a first scout; and

WHEREAS, throughout the next six months, troops stationed in Hawaii were warned of the potential of an attack by Japanese forces in the Pacific; and

WHEREAS, on the morning of Sunday, December 7, 1941, Mr. Leisure was returning from his guard duty near Wheeler Field when he witnessed the first wave of Japanese planes attacking Pearl Harbor; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Leisure, possessing only a rifle and a single clip of ammunition, took cover in a sand trap at a nearby golf course while he emptied eight rounds at an enemy plane; and

WHEREAS, despite the valiant efforts of United States troops that day, the element of surprise resulted in the loss of more than 2,000 servicemen along with the destruction of four battleships and nearly 200 aircraft, seriously damaging the U.S. presence in the Pacific Theater of Operations at the beginning of World War II; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Leisure and his fellow troops began the daunting task of fortifying the Hawaiian Islands against further attacks and preparing for the 25th Infantry's move on Guadalcanal and the rest of the Pacific islands; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Leisure bravely and nobly fought across the Pacific, taking one island at a time until the war ended in 1945, receiving his discharge just days after the surrender of Japan; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Leisure and his brothers in arms are heroes to the Commonwealth and this nation, and merit honor and recognition for their actions during the attack on Pearl Harbor and throughout their wartime service; and

WHEREAS, fewer than five percent of all military personnel present during the attack on Pearl Harbor are still alive to tell their stories of that infamous day, and those remaining should be treated with the utmost respect and dignity befitting their experiences and contributions to this nation's survival and security;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives salutes Calvin Leisure for his bravery and courage in the face of the enemy attack on Pearl Harbor, and holds him as a an example to all Kentuckians.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Calvin Leisure.
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