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A RESOLUTION urging Congress to fully fund the Workforce Investment Act (WIA).

WHEREAS, the U.S. House Appropriations Committee introduced H.R. 1, the Fiscal Year 2011 Continuing Resolution; and

WHEREAS, H.R. 1 proposed elimination of all WIA funding, more than $3.6 billion, for Program Year 2011; and

WHEREAS, the WIA funding cuts proposed in H.R. 1 would zero out all new funding for WIA Adult, Youth and Dislocated Worker formula grants in Program Year 2011; and

WHEREAS, WIA is the major funding source for the employment and training programs in the states, including education, placement, and business support services; and

WHEREAS, WIA funds 31 comprehensive One-Stop Career Centers, ten Workforce Investment Boards that serve 120 counties of the Commonwealth, and a myriad of other services designed to improve the skill level and work preparedness of Kentucky's workforce; and

WHEREAS, programs funded by WIA provide a valuable service to our employer community by providing a workforce system that is designed to meet the needs of Kentucky's employers who are struggling to recover from the recent recession; and

WHEREAS, elimination of WIA funding would devastate the workforce system in Kentucky, cripple efforts of the Commonwealth to improve the employment situation, reduce valuable and desperately needed assistance to employers, and hinder development and enhancement of a workforce that can be competitive in the global economy; and

WHEREAS, proposed WIA cuts are projected to result in a loss of approximately 340 jobs in Kentucky's Workforce Investment areas, and a significant reduction or elimination of services to more than 20,000 individuals being served by WIA funded programs;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This Honorable Body strongly urges and implores Congress to fully fund the Workforce Investment Act, the cornerstone of the state workforce system that provides vital services to the unemployed, under-employed, and employers as they try to rebound from one of the worst economic downturns in American history.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the members of Kentucky's Congressional delegation.
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