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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Kentucky House of Representatives in honor of the 149th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade.

WHEREAS, the Kentucky National Guard's 149th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade is no stranger to deployment in war zones with some members having been deployed multiple times since 9/11; and

WHEREAS, in the largest mobilization of Kentucky National Guard troops since World War II, the 149th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade has received mobilization orders for Operation New Dawn in Iraq. Over 1,350 soldiers who make up about 30 percent of the Kentucky National Guard's fighting forces are scheduled to report to their respective armories in June, 2011, for deployment; and

WHEREAS, headquartered in Louisville, units of the 149th stretch across the Commonwealth with armories in Benton, Bowling Green, Hopkinsville, Williamsburg, Somerset, Harlan, Middlesboro, Barbourville, and Ravenna; and

WHEREAS, the departure of these brave soldiers will be felt by the local communities and by Kentucky's military families.  Kentucky employers will also be impacted as soldiers leave their jobs to serve their state and their country.  It is no surprise that our Kentucky employers understand and support the military commitment made by their citizen-soldier National Guard employees; and

WHEREAS, preparation for deployment is underway with pre-mobilization training conducted at Wendell H. Ford Regional Training Center in Greenville, Kentucky. Field exercises for individual soldier skills include an individual maneuver and tactics course, close quarters marksmanship, military operations in urban terrain training, humvee egress assistance training, virtual convoy operation training, and entry control point training; and

WHEREAS, although they regret that they must leave their families and friends, these highly trained members of the Kentucky National Guard are facing their deployment with determination, dedication, confidence, and resolve;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   In honor of the sacrifices that they must make as they face deployment, and in honor of their commitment to do what is necessary to preserve the cherished freedoms that we enjoy as Americans and Kentuckians, when the Kentucky House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the members of the Kentucky National Guard's 149th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Kentucky House of Representatives is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to Colonel Scott Campbell, Kentucky Army National Guard, Commander, 149th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade, 2729 Crittenden Drive, Louisville, Kentucky 40209.
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