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A RESOLUTION regarding school health services for students with chronic health conditions.

WHEREAS, the Program Review and Investigations Committee adopted a report on July 8, 2010, which examined school health services for students with chronic health conditions in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, that report included recommendations to the General Assembly and to various state agencies to promote interagency collaboration to improve services for children with chronic health conditions; and

WHEREAS, the report recommended that school districts evaluate their school health policies to ensure that students with chronic health conditions have individualized health plans, and that school personnel are made aware of a student's chronic health condition and emergency procedures to follow, if needed; and 

WHEREAS, the chronic health conditions of asthma, diabetes, epilepsy, and severe allergies are potentially life-threatening complications and can also affect school attendance and learning; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky schools reported that the total number of students known to have the chronic health conditions of asthma, diabetes, epilepsy, and severe allergies exceeds is approximately 38,000 students;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby encourages the Kentucky Department of Education, the Kentucky Board of Nursing, the Kentucky Education Association, and the Kentucky School Boards Association to work with the American Diabetes Association, the Epilepsy Foundation of Kentucky, and the American Lung Association to develop a plan to raise awareness among Kentucky public school personnel about the chronic health conditions of asthma, diabetes, epilepsy, and severe allergies, how to recognize a chronic health condition episode, and the appropriate school responses to chronic health condition episodes.

Section 2.   The Kentucky Department of Education, the Department of Public Health, and the Department of Medicaid Services are encouraged to examine administrative regulations and agreements for the purposes of removing barriers to collaboration and ensuring consistency in the availability and provision of health services to students with chronic health conditions attending the schools of the Commonwealth.
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