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A RESOLUTION honoring the centennial date of birth of William Smith "Bill" Monroe.

WHEREAS, William Smith "Bill" Monroe was born September 13, 1911, the youngest of eight children, on a farm outside of Rosine, Kentucky, to the late James Buchanan "Buck" and Malissa Vandiver Monroe; and

WHEREAS, Bill Monroe learned to play the mandolin at an early age, under the tutelage of his mother and her brother, Pendleton "Pen" Vandiver, both of whom were musically inclined. The Monroe family regularly passed time playing musical instruments and singing at home; and

WHEREAS, following the death of both of his parents, a young Bill Monroe went to live with his uncle "Pen" Vandiver. During this time, he often accompanied his uncle to dances where his uncle would play the fiddle. The time spent with Pen Vandiver greatly influenced Bill Monroe's musical style and knowledge. Pen Vandiver would later become the subject of one of Bill Monroe's most famous compositions, "Uncle Pen"; and

WHEREAS, after relocating to Indiana in 1929 to work with his brothers, Birch and Charlie, the three Monroe brothers, along with a friend, Larry Moore, started the Monroe Brothers band. Eventually, only Charlie and Bill remained in the Monroe Brothers, but the duo won live performance spots on radio stations, and in 1936 Charlie and Bill Monroe signed a recording contract with RCA Victor. They ultimately recorded 60 tracks for the label between 1936 and 1938, one of which was the hit gospel single "What Would You Give In Exchange For Your Soul?"; and

WHEREAS, the Monroe Brothers disbanded in 1938, and Bill Monroe formed The Kentuckians shortly afterward, but the group lasted only three months. However, out of The Kentuckians evolved the Blue Grass Boys, the most infamous band of which Bill Monroe was a member; and

WHEREAS, the Blue Grass Boys successfully auditioned for, and won a spot on, the Grand Ole Opry, a spot that lasted from 1939-1941. While the Blue Grass Boys had many different members throughout the years, the most famous of these members, in addition to Bill Monroe, included: Lester Flatt, Earl Scruggs, Chubby Wise, and Cedric Rainwater. This lineup has come to be known as the "Original Bluegrass Band," and it was with these members that Bill Monroe first recorded his signature song, "Blue Moon of Kentucky"; and

WHEREAS, the unique musical style of Bill Monroe came to be known as "Bluegrass" and he was dubbed "The Father of Bluegrass." Bill Monroe received many accolades throughout life and even after his death. He was made an honorary Kentucky Colonel in 1966, was inducted into the Country Music Hall of Fame in 1970 and the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame in 1971; he was an inaugural inductee into the International Bluegrass Music Hall of Honor in 1991; received the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award in 1993; and received the National Medal of Arts in 1995. He was even inducted, post-mortem, into the Rock and Rock Hall of Fame in 1997, as an "early influence"; and

WHEREAS, Bill Monroe suffered a stroke in April of 1996, and died on September ninth of the same year. He left behind a rich legacy and many devoted fans. His influence has spanned generations and inspired countless musicians;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky commemorates the centennial date of birth and legacy of William Smith "Bill" Monroe, a Kentuckian who changed the course of music history forever, founded the Bluegrass music genre, and wrote songs that would become timeless classics.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the centennial date of birth of William Smith "Bill" Monroe.
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