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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of visiting officers of the Ecuadorian Air Force under the National Guard State Partnership Program.

WHEREAS, the State Partnership Program pairs National Guard units from the United States and its Territories with allied foreign nations, and the visiting Ecuadorian Officers are conducting a subject matter expert exchange sponsored through the National Guard State Partnership Program. Currently 62 of these partnerships exist between states and nations in South America, Europe, Asia, and Africa; and

WHEREAS, The Kentucky National Guard-Ecuador Partnership has been active since its inception in July 1997 and has resulted in the establishment of long term personal and organizational partnerships; and

WHEREAS, the primary focus of the program is military-civil exchanges; Kentucky and Ecuador share interests in counter-narcotics and natural disaster preparedness, Military Support to Civil Authorities and Kentucky's Emergency Management Department play a major role in the partnership program; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's State Partnership Program has conducted conferences, observational visits, senior officer exchanges, and subject matter expert exchanges in numerous subject areas, which include but are not limited to aircraft operations and maintenance, ground vehicle operations and maintenance, emergency preparedness/response, munitions handling and storage, officer and personnel development, counter illicit trafficking operations, military support to civil authority, and medical preparedness and response; and

WHEREAS, the guest officers are members of the 11th Wing of the Ecuadorian Air Force, and are visiting primarily the 123rd Airlift Wing of the Kentucky Air National Guard in preparation for design and construction of a new facility in Quito. The success that Kentucky has demonstrated in transforming a former Army Depot into an economic development asset for the state is exemplary of the unique opportunities available through the State Partnership;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives commends The Kentucky National Guard-Ecuador Partnership for forging a mutual cooperation and working alongside each other through the years, and we trust that their presence here today is representative of Ecuador's continuing commitment to our partnership.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the Ecuadorian Air Force officers who are visiting Kentucky as part of the National Guard's State Partnership Program.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to each member of the Ecuadorian Air Force partnership delegation visiting Kentucky.
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