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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Dr. Lee Todd upon the occasion of his retirement as President of the University of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, Dr. Lee Todd, a native of Hopkins County, assumed the role of the 11th President of the University of Kentucky on July 1, 2001, after an incredibly successful entrepreneurial career as an engineer; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Todd immediately brought to bear his considerable talents to further the General Assembly's directive to launch the University of Kentucky toward status as a Top 20 public research institution; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Todd developed the university's Top 20 Business Plan, setting a blueprint for success and putting in writing the university's strategy for achieving Top 20 status; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Todd has doubled the university's annual operating budget from $1.2 billion to $2.4 billion and increased annual research spending by nearly three-quarters, from $212 million to $367 million during his tenure despite flatlined funding from state appropriations, in part due to the first $1 billion capital campaign for any state university in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, under Dr. Todd's leadership, undergraduate enrollment at the University of Kentucky has increased 11.2 percent, retention has reached a record 81 percent, and the university's graduation rate is at a record 61.4 percent; and

WHEREAS, the University of Kentucky has become increasingly ethnically diverse under Dr. Todd as part of the school's mission to serve all Kentuckians, with African-American enrollment increasing by one-third and the number of African-American faculty increasing by more than one-half since Dr. Todd's arrival on campus; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Todd has also boosted the visibility of women on campus, with a 52 percent increase in the number of women in administrative roles during his tenure; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Todd has put particular emphasis on the university's ability to monetize the innovations of its faculty, staff, and students and use them for the benefit of this Commonwealth, with the creation of the Office of Commercialization and Economic Development, the creation of the Lexington Venture Club, and the Commonwealth Collaboratives initiative, which targeted dozens of research projects designed to address the needs of our citizens, from health care, to education, to the environment; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Todd has transformed the University of Kentucky Athletics Department into one of the few self-supporting university sports offices in the nation, in fact a department that returns $1.7 million a year back to the university's academic scholarship programs, allowing the university to focus its precious resources on its core mission while promoting the image of the university and the Commonwealth it represents around the world; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Todd has announced his retirement after ten fruitful years at the helm of the state's flagship university, during which he has reinvigorated the university's role as a force for positive change in the lives of all Kentuckians, whether or not they attended the university, and regardless of whether they have ever stepped foot on campus, and the members of this Honorable Body joins all citizens of the Commonwealth in hoping the next University of Kentucky President can match the accomplishments of Dr. Lee Todd; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives thank Dr. Lee Todd for his decade of service to the University of Kentucky, this Commonwealth, and her citizens, and wish him great success and happiness in his future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Dr. Lee Todd.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Dr. Lee Todd, 101 Main Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky 40506.
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