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A RESOLUTION honoring Early Times Whisky on the occasion of its 150th anniversary. 

WHEREAS, Early Times Kentucky Whisky was first distilled in 1860 in Early Times Station, Kentucky, and is the second-oldest continually produced whisky brand in America behind Brown-Forman's Old Forester; and 

WHEREAS, the brand's original distillers believed the industry was turning too modern too quickly, so they selected "Early Times" as a tribute to its place of origin and a nod to the "good old days" of old-world craftsmanship methods of making whisky; and 

WHEREAS, after it was closed by Prohibition, the distillery and Early Times brand were acquired by Brown-Forman Corp. in 1923 to augment its medicinal whisky inventory; and 

WHEREAS, in 1935, Brown-Forman moved the production of Early Times to Louisville, where it has thrived to this day, distilling every drop under its original 1800s distilled spirits permit number, 354, the longest-held operating permit in Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, in 1987, the Early Times Mint Julep was named the Official Drink of the Kentucky Derby, with nearly 90,000 Early Times Mint Juleps enjoyed at Churchill Downs every Derby week; and 

WHEREAS, Brown-Forman introduced a new Bourbon brand in January called Early Times 354, named for the original distillery permit, thereby returning Early Times to its historic roots as a landmark Kentucky Bourbon; and 

WHEREAS, while Early Times is now made with modern methods, its name still evokes images of the good old days and is one of America's top-selling Kentucky whiskies for the last 60 years, living up to its reputation as "the whisky that made Kentucky whiskies famous"; and 

WHEREAS, Brown-Forman is an integral part of Kentucky's signature Bourbon and distilled spirits industry, which is responsible for 10,000 Kentucky jobs with an annual payroll of more than $440 million and $125 million in tax revenue each year; and 

WHEREAS, with annual revenue over $3.2 billion, Brown-Forman's global headquarters are in Kentucky while its brands are enjoyed in 135 countries around the globe and play a vital role in positively promoting Kentucky's image and tourism—a job-creating, 140-year-old Kentucky corporate citizen that is an important part of Kentucky's global signature; and 

WHEREAS, as a Fortune 1000 company, almost 1,300 Kentuckians with an annual payroll of over $200 million work for Brown-Forman, making them among the highest-wage jobs in Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, the respected economist Dr. Paul Coomes estimates that the multiplier effect of Brown-Forman's payroll in Kentucky creates an additional 4,253 jobs with a total annual fiscal impact to state government of around $25 million; and 

WHEREAS, Brown-Forman's civic engagement activities support non-profit organizations that improve the lives of individuals and the vitality of our communities, making them better places for our families. Last year, Brown-Forman made contributions to over 185 organizations in Kentucky, totaling approximately $8.5 million, including donations to education, the environment, the arts, community development, and corporate responsibility; and 

WHEREAS, in addition, many Brown-Forman family members, Brown-Forman retirees, and long-term shareholders are leading corporate citizens and philanthropists throughout Kentucky, with more than 132 employees in Louisville serving on the boards of non-profit organizations, and 88 percent of its Louisville workforce volunteering in a non-paid capacity in the community; and

WHEREAS, this Honorable Body toasts the legendary Early Times brand on its 150th anniversary and salutes the Brown-Forman Corp. on its new Early Times 354 label, which brings back the best of a bygone time. The House of Representatives also thanks Brown-Forman for its continued economic development, tourism, and charitable contributions to our great Commonwealth; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives  of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby recognize and honor Early Times Whisky on the occasion of its 150th anniversary. 

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Chris Morris, Master Distiller, Brown-Forman, 850 Dixie Highway, Louisville, Kentucky 40201.
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