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A RESOLUTION encouraging the United States Congress to pass the Regulations from the Executive in Need of Scrutiny (REINS) Act of 2011.

WHEREAS, the United States Congress has excessively delegated its constitutional charge while failing to conduct appropriate oversight and to retain accountability for the content of the laws it passes; and

WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) has reinterpreted standing federal laws such as the federal Clean Water Act and the Clean Air Act in an aggressively more stringent manner. The reinterpretations mandate newly interpreted standards without statutory authority and issue guidance to state agencies in a manner that exceeds the US EPA's authority. The reinterpretations adversely impact the ability of both state and local governments as well as private business to meet the requirements in a legal, timely, reasonable, and cost-efficient manner; and

WHEREAS, the National Mining Association has stated that "...the US EPA guidance for surface and underground coal mining in Appalachia amounted to a de-facto moratorium on the issuance of coal mining permits in complete disregard of existing federal law and procedure..."; and

WHEREAS, the Office of Surface Mining (OSM) estimates that approximately 7,000 of the industry's nearly 81,000 jobs would be stripped away due to the administration's proposal for protecting streams from coal mining; and

WHEREAS, the US EPA has consistently ignored regulatory comments, scientific data, and information from experts and state agencies who do not agree with their positions on their environmental agenda; and

WHEREAS, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, the sweeping Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, and the House-passed Cap and Trade legislation, established a disturbing trend in the United States Congress in that it left excessive power to bureaucrats in executive branch agencies; and

WHEREAS, many of these emerging rules will have substantial impacts on American families, job creation, and the nation's economy; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   By adopting this Resolution, the House of Representatives encourages the United States Congress to adopt the REINS Act to ensure that the United States Congress resumes legislative accountability granted by the Constitution of the United States and the responsibility for Congressional decisions intended by the founders of the Constitution.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to each of the members of the Kentucky Congressional Delegation.
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