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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of Sandy Lee Watkins.

WHEREAS, Sandy Lee Watkins was born January 6, 1952, in California to Sanford and Sharon Watkins, and departed from this life on August 28, 2010, in San Diego, California; and

WHEREAS, Sandy Watkins honorably served his country as a sergeant in the United States Army from 1972 to 1975 and was with the Henderson County Sheriff's Department for two years after discharge from the Army. In 1977 he became an employee of Alcan Aluminum, where he served as a shift supervisor for 17 years; and

WHEREAS, Sandy Watkins first sought public office as judge executive in 1989. Losing by only seven votes, he did not contest the results but ran again in 1993, easily winning. Serving as Henderson County Judge Executive from 1994 until the time of his death, Mr. Watkins was the longest-serving Henderson County judge-executive. Sheriff Ed Brady remarked that Judge Watkins "was the best judge we've ever had and the best friend you could ever have"; and

WHEREAS, Sandy Lee Watkins was a dedicated public servant and was devoted to the people of Henderson County. He was the recipient of an honorary degree from Henderson Community College and was a member of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, where he faithfully worshipped each week; and

WHEREAS, Sandy Lee Watkins constantly sought better ways to run his county government, and his last moments were spent at the National Association of Development Organizations meeting in San Diego, California, where he hoped to obtain new ideas, better solutions to problems, and ways to enhance Henderson County's local government, businesses, and community needs. On August 28, 2010, while in California, he departed from this life; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Sandy Lee Watkins has left a great void in Henderson County, and he leaves behind an adoring family, countless friends, and a whole community of admirers. He is survived by his beloved wife of 40 years, Susie Watkins; two sons, Matthew Watkins and Christian Watkins and his fiancée, Heather Busby; his parents, Sanford and Sharon Watkins; one sister, Susie White Eshbaugh and her husband, Todd; three brothers, David Lacer, Harlan Watkins and his wife Jane, and Ruben Watkins and his wife Sondra; two grandchildren, Kimberly and Sarah Watkins; one step-grandchild, Kaley Lucas, and a host of other cherished relatives; and

WHEREAS, Sandy Lee Watkins greeted each day with enthusiasm and was ever diligent in his pursuit of betterment for Henderson County. In his 14 years as judge executive, he gave of his best and will be remembered with gratitude and respect for the positive impact his good works had on Henderson County. He will be greatly missed;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Sandy Lee Watkins and extends its heartfelt sympathy to his family, many friends, and the Henderson County community.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor, gratitude, and loving memory of Sandy Lee Watkins.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Susie Watkins, 4788 Highway 1078 N., Henderson, Kentucky 42420.
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