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A RESOLUTION recognizing September 11 to 17, 2011, as National Pulmonary Fibrosis Awareness Week.

WHEREAS, pulmonary fibrosis is a relentlessly progressive, ultimately fatal disease that affects the lungs, gradually robbing a person of the ability to breathe; and

WHEREAS, more than 128,000 individuals may be living with pulmonary fibrosis in the United States; 48,000 individuals in the United States are diagnosed with pulmonary fibrosis annually; and as many as 40,000 die annually; and

WHEREAS, the prevalence of pulmonary fibrosis has increased more than 150 percent since 2001, and is expected to continue rising as the population of the United States ages; and

WHEREAS, the median survival rate for a person with pulmonary fibrosis is 2.8 years; and

WHEREAS, more than 50 percent of pulmonary fibrosis cases are initially misdiagnosed as other forms of respiratory illness before being correctly diagnosed as pulmonary fibrosis, and more than 58 percent of patients go more than a year with symptoms before being diagnosed correctly; and

WHEREAS, the cause of most forms of pulmonary fibrosis is not well understood, and in most cases is unknown, though there is growing evidence that one cause of pulmonary fibrosis may be environmental or occupational exposure to pollutants; and

WHEREAS, Food and Drug Administration has no-approved treatment or cure for pulmonary fibrosis; and

WHEREAS, public awareness of pulmonary fibrosis remains low compared to rare diseases of lesser prevalence, despite pulmonary fibrosis' increasing prevalence; and

WHEREAS, there has been no federally funded national awareness or educational effort to improve understanding of pulmonary fibrosis in the public or medical communities, though nonprofit patient education and research groups have begun to increase awareness;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives acknowledge the need for more research on the causes and treatment of pulmonary fibrosis and recognize September 11 to 17, 2011, as National Pulmonary Fibrosis Awareness Week.
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