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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of Senator Larry Saunders.

With fondest memories, deepest respect, and a boundless admiration uneroded by the cruel passage of time, we pause in silent reverence to pay homage and tribute to our departed friend and former colleague, the Senator from Jefferson 37, and pray for his immortal soul.

WHEREAS, Senator Larry Saunders was born and raised in the Portland neighborhood of Louisville, a special heritage that he treasured, and an identity he embraced and proclaimed proudly throughout his public and private life; and

WHEREAS, Senator Saunders graduated in 1960 from Shawnee High School, into whose Hall of Fame he was later inducted for his many distinguished accomplishments; and

WHEREAS, Senator Saunders, true to the hard-work ethic of his upbringing, and tapping the great archetypal promise of opportunity that America offers to all who will seize it, paid for his own higher education by working in his family's Saunders and Sons Roofing company, earning both his bachelor's and law degrees from the University of Louisville; and

WHEREAS, Senator Saunders rose by dint of such hard work and determination to become a respected businessman and public servant in his community, working as a real estate broker, running his own legal practice, and serving as a public prosecutor in Jefferson County for many years; and

WHEREAS, Senator Saunders first earned his seat in the Senate following a special election in 1986, serving two years before returning to private life; and rejoined that honorable body in 1993, representing the 37th Senate District another 12 years before his retirement in 2005; and

WHEREAS, Senator Saunders was elected by his colleagues in 1997 as President of the Senate, the Chamber’s highest office, in which post he served with distinction until 2000; and

WHEREAS, under Senator Saunders' leadership, the General Assembly passed an historic reform of higher education in this Commonwealth, broadening educational opportunities for all Kentuckians and equipping them to better compete in the new global economy, a vision of a better future that sprang from his own personal history of work, study, and struggle; and

WHEREAS, Senator Saunders embodied in every particular the democratic ideal of a citizen-lawmaker, a true man of the people, whose deep bond with the people of his district blessed him with an innate, unerring moral compass, showing him the True North of where they stood on any particular issue, and how it would impact their lives at the end of a day's work, a visceral connection he never lost in the distractions of the trappings of power; and

WHEREAS, Senator Saunders' passionate commitment to bipartisan cooperation, egalitarian ideals, and the simple imperative of getting things done for the people has and will forever serve as a model for his colleagues in this honorable body; and

WHEREAS, Senator Saunders took time with his legislative colleagues, and also notably with the legislative staff, to ensure that everyone he worked with felt valued and listened to, and that even the smallest contribution or service got due thanks and credit; and

WHEREAS, beyond his role in the General Assembly, Senator Saunders was active in several political, cultural, and civic organizations back home, taking pride in his roles in the John Kennedy Democratic Club, the Pat Greenwell Democratic Club, the Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, and the Knights of Columbus; and

WHEREAS, Senator Saunders was a faithful member of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church, where he found spiritual sustenance during the many struggles of his life and career; and

WHEREAS, Senator Saunders found the most joy in life when surrounded by his beloved family, especially his devoted wife of 48 years, JoAnn Kennedy Saunders, who bore and raised with him a loving daughter, Terry Cardwell, who in turn blessed them with a grandson, Treigh Cardwell; a granddaughter, Paige Cardwell; and a great-granddaughter, Addison Cardwell; and

WHEREAS, Senator Saunders was also beloved by many other friends and family, including his brother, Kenny Saunders; his sisters, Jean Keidel and Nancy McClanahan; and numerous nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, and cousins; and

WHEREAS, Senator Saunders departed this earthly life on November 21, 2010, leaving a void in our hearts that cannot be filled; and

WHEREAS, Senator Saunders carries with him a lasting legacy of dedication to this General Assembly, to the principles of democracy, to the horizonless possibilities offered by the American Dream, and to the tradition of citizen service that each member of this honorable body and similar bodies across this Great Land can well aspire to emulate;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives, both individually and collectively, express their most profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Larry Saunders, and extend their heartfelt sympathy to his family, friends, and community.

Section 2.   The passion and commitment that Larry Saunders brought to the General Assembly will long be remembered in this honorable body.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of the Senator from Jefferson 37, Larry Saunders.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to JoAnn Saunders, 1901 Grand Ridge Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40214.
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