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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Sergeant Charles P. Whitler.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Sergeant Charles P. Whitler, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Sergeant Charles P. Whitler was born in 1928, in Cloverport, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Charles P. Whitler is the first of nine children born to Emmanuel Charles "Pete" and Eula Mildred Whitler; he is survived by two sisters, Nancy Sue Haley and Mary K. Mitchell; he is the uncle of Mary Whitler Furnish; and he also leaves behind many other family members who loved him dearly; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Charles P. Whitler was assigned to the Army's 3rd Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Bliss, Texas; and his regiment occupied a defensive position near the North Korean town of Unsan, in a bend of the Kuryong River known as the "camel's head"; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Charles P. Whitler’s unit was involved in heavy fighting that devolved into hand-to-hand combat around their command post; and almost 400 men of the 8th Cavalry Regiment were reported missing in action or killed in action from the battle at Unsan; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Charles P. Whitler and nine of his comrades were captured by enemy forces in Korea while serving in the United States Army on November 1, 1950, when his unit was attacked by two enemy elements; their perimeter was collapsed and they were forced into a withdrawal; he was classified as Missing in Action and a Prisoner of War; it was later determined that he was executed by enemy forces on November 16, 1950; his remains were found in 2004 by a North Korean farmer in a rice field; and later positively identified through DNA testing; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Charles P. Whitler gallantly served his country with honor and distinction; he was laid to rest with full military honors and numerous awards and decorations at Cloverport, Kentucky, on September 2, 2010; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Sergeant Charles P. Whitler and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Sergeant Charles P. Whitler left a void that cannot be filled, yet the discovery of his remains provides a bittersweet sense of closure for his family; and he is honored across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of gratitude upon the discovery of the remains of Sergeant Charles P. Whitler and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Sergeant Charles P. Whitler.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit one copy each of this Resolution to Mary Whitler Furnish, Nancy Sue Haley, and Mary K. Mitchell, all at 4060 Weber Way, Lexington, Kentucky 40514-1115.
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