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A RESOLUTION congratulating Kentucky college students for raising awareness and funds to fight Alzheimer’s.

WHEREAS, a group of young Kentuckians achieved an amazing feat last summer, bicycling over 3,200 miles across the Unites States to raise awareness about individuals afflicted with Alzheimer’s disease; and

WHEREAS, Western Kentucky University student Tyler Jury, inspired by his grandfather’s struggle with Alzheimer’s, enlisted six fellow students from Western and the University of Kentucky to form the "Fijis Across America"; and

WHEREAS, these students trained for the arduous trek, raised funds to cover their expenses and planned their journey, leaving Oceanside California in late May and arriving in Yorktown, Virginia in July, bringing attention to the growing impact of Alzheimer’s on families; and

WHEREAS, 5.3 million Americans now live with this progressive fatal brain disease and nearly 11 million Americans provide unpaid care; and

WHEREAS, in Kentucky, today there are 80,000 people with Alzheimer’s and over 171,061 Alzheimer’s caregivers, with these numbers expected to grow dramatically in the coming years as the baby boomers enter the age of greatest risk for this disease; and

WHEREAS, someone is diagnosed with Alzheimer's every 70 seconds, and by the year 2050 there will be a new Alzheimer’s victim every 33 seconds, every one needing care and support throughout the progression of their disease; and

WHEREAS, as these college students bicycled over mountains, through deserts, in good and bad weather, they met countless people along the way and spread the word about Alzheimer’s; and

WHEREAS, through Fijis Across America, these Kentucky college students raised awareness about the urgency of helping individuals and families coping with Alzheimer’s, raised funding for research to find a cure and better treatments, and provided hope to those living today with the disease; and

WHEREAS, we are proud of the accomplishments of the Fijis Across America and their great commitment and example for others who aspire to make a positive difference in the lives of others;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby expresses appreciation to the Fijis Across America for their bicycle journey, undertaken to combat Alzheimer’s disease.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Tyler Jury, 609 Cedar Drive, Elizabethtown, Kentucky 42701; Chaz Vittitow, 18430 Bridgemoore Lane, Louisville, Kentucky 40245; Mitchell White, 10668 Alvaton Road, Alvaton, Kentucky 42122; Justin Cave, PO Box 102, Glendale, Kentucky 42740; Wade Haga, 3398 Snaffle Road, Lexington, Kentucky 40513; Cameron Hamilton, 420 Hilltop Avenue, Lexington, Kentucky 40508, and Jordan Minton, 4506 Dogwood Forest Place, Louisville, Kentucky 40245.
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