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A RESOLUTION urging the CSX Corporation to allow its railroad tracks to be used for the Big Sandy Train Excursion.

WHEREAS, Kentucky's beautiful eastern mountain region provides spectacular aesthetic, historical and cultural tourism opportunities which are being discovered by greater numbers of visitors to the region through a variety of transportation modes; and

WHEREAS, the CSX Corporation, one of the nation's leading transportation suppliers for more than 180 years, whose strong eastern Kentucky roots are intertwined with the region's own economic and social culture, operates rail lines in the region.  One particular line, from Ashland, in Boyd County, through Lawrence, Johnson, and Floyd counties, culminating at Elkhorn City in Pike County, could greatly expand tourism and economic development opportunities for Kentucky's eastern mountain region; and

WHEREAS, the eastern Kentucky region and the CSX Corporation demonstrate historic economic connections and partnerships, not only through business opportunities and services but also through employees who are tax-payers and citizens of the region's local communities. CSX has provided eastern Kentucky's valuable coal industry with coal-loading and transportation opportunities, including rail lines, major rail yards, and terminal services; and

WHEREAS, the CSX Corporation has pledged its intention to be a good neighbor in the communities where the company operates, not only through its "Beyond Our Rails" program, but also through other opportunities. According to CSX Chairman, President and CEO Michael Ward, "CSX remains committed to being a responsible corporate citizen and a valued community partner. We look forward with interest and anticipation to the opportunities and challenges that lie ahead"; and

WHEREAS, eastern Kentucky's communities and local governments, demonstrating tremendous regional leadership which crosses city and county boundaries throughout the 126 rail miles in Boyd, Lawrence, Johnson, Floyd and Pike counties, have partnered to plan and develop a tourism and economic development program known as the Big Sandy Train Excursion.  This proposal would feature an excursion train, similar to the New River Train Excursion in West Virginia, to provide eastern Kentucky's tourism industry tremendous opportunities for shared growth, development and prosperity; and

WHEREAS, the Big Sandy Train Excursion would be operated by the Collis P. Huntington Railroad Historical Society, the same organization which has operated the highly successful New River Train Excursion between Huntington and Hinton, West Virginia, which people from every state and several nations have enjoyed. The New River Train Excursions, held annually in mid-October, are so popular that all tickets often are sold before the beginning of October, such as occurred in 2010 when the train carried more than 4,500 passengers and crew through the New River Gorge; and

WHEREAS, passengers on the proposed Big Sandy Train Excursion could enjoy views of murals in Ashland, the Appalachian mountains in seasonal colors, Civil War historical sites, the first bridge built across the Big Sandy River, the Jenny Wiley State Resort Park and the Pikeville Cut-Through Project, one of the largest engineering feats in the Northern Hemisphere; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Big Sandy Train Excursion is overwhelmingly supported by counties and communities through which it would travel, as evidenced by letters of support from tourism boards in the City of Ashland, Lawrence County, Paintsville, Prestonsburg, Pikeville/Pike County, and through resolutions favoring the initiative enacted by local governing bodies, including Elkhorn City, the City of Paintsville, the City of Prestonsburg, the Floyd County Fiscal Court, the Johnson County Fiscal Court, the Lawrence County Fiscal Court, and the Pike County Fiscal Court; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Big Sandy Train Excursion can only become a reality with the support, permission and partnership of the CSX Corporation in allowing an excursion train access to the railroad tracks, an action which has been requested through written communication to CSX officials since May of 2009;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky: 

Section 1.   The House of Representatives declares its full support for the proposed Big Sandy Train Excursion.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives commends the city and county leaders in Boyd, Floyd, Lawrence, Johnson and Pike counties for working across city and county lines to develop a project which could benefit the entire state.  The proposed Big Sandy Train Excursion could introduce visitors from other parts of the state, as well as from other states and countries, to eastern Kentucky's scenic beauty, rich history and unique culture through the unique experience of travel by rail.

Section 3.   The House of Representatives urges the CSX Corporation to grant permission for use of its tracks from Ashland, Kentucky to Elkhorn City, Kentucky, and to communicate this decision to local county leaders as soon as possible.

Section 4.   The House of Representatives urges the CSX Corporation to continue its commitment to community initiatives by working in true partnership with local officials to ensure that the Big Sandy Train Excursion becomes a reality to be enjoyed by residents, including CSX employees, and by tourists to the region.

Section 5.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Michael Ward, CSX Chairman, President and CEO, CSX Corporate Headquarters, 500 Water Street, 15th Floor, Jacksonville, Florida 32202; and to David A. Hall, CSX Resident Vice-President for Public Affairs, 11492 Bluegrass Parkway, Louisville, Kentucky 40299.
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