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A RESOLUTION encouraging melanoma awareness.

WHEREAS, skin cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in the United States; and

WHEREAS, one million Americans were diagnosed with skin cancer in 2009; and

WHEREAS, about one out of every five Americans will develop skin cancer during their lifetimes; and

WHEREAS, one American dies of skin cancer every hour; and

WHEREAS, the rates of melanoma among Kentuckians are a cause for concern; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky had the sixth highest death rate nationally from melanoma from 2002-2006; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's death rate is 17 percent higher than the national average; and

WHEREAS, the death rate has increased by about 1.6% percent per year since 1975; and

WHEREAS, the rate of new diagnoses of melanoma is 14 percent higher than the national average; and

WHEREAS, nearly thirty million people tan indoors each year in the United States; and

WHEREAS, 2.3 million of these people are teenaged children; and

WHEREAS, melanoma is the second most common cancer affecting adolescents and young adults; and

WHEREAS, unprotected exposure to ultraviolet light is the most preventable risk factor for skin cancer; and

WHEREAS, early detection of skin cancer saves lives;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives encourages all Kentuckians to be vigilant in protecting themselves from overexposure to ultraviolet light including the sun's rays and tanning devices.

Section 2.   In avoiding melanoma, the House of Representatives recognizes the importance of using sunscreen or wearing protective clothing to protect from ultraviolet light, seeking shade during the hours of ten a.m. to four p.m. while the sun's rays are the brightest, watching the UV index, and avoiding sun tanning or tanning beds.  

Section 3.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its most sincere sense of sorrow and offers its condolences to the family and friends of the Kentuckians who lost their lives to melanoma.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby requested to send a copy of this Resolution to AIM at Melanoma, 3040 Cutting Blvd., Richmond, CA 94804.
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