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AN ACT proposing to create a new section of the Constitution of Kentucky, adopting a 21st Century Bill of Rights.

WHEREAS, the President of the United States has advanced significant legislative proposals with little or no transparency and accountability to the citizens of the Commonwealth or of other states; and

WHEREAS, the President of the United States has advocated measures appropriating vast sums of taxpayer dollars to bail out failing businesses in the private sector and has failed to ensure proper accountability to the taxpayers of the Commonwealth or the other states; and

WHEREAS, the President of the United States has promoted a government-controlled health care system that will result in higher premiums for individuals and small businesses, fewer choices, and unfunded mandates to the Commonwealth and the other states; and

WHEREAS, the President of the United States is advancing federal legislation commonly known as "Cap and Trade" that jeopardizes the economic viability of the coal industry in the Commonwealth and would cause irreparable harm to residential energy consumers and employers resulting in significant job losses; and

WHEREAS, the Second Amendment to the Constitution of the United States reads as follows: "A well regulated Militia being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms shall not be infringed"; and

WHEREAS, hunting and fishing have been an important part of Kentucky culture since Daniel Boone first reached Kentucky in the fall of 1767 while on a long hunt with his brother, Squire Boone, Jr., and outdoor sports using traditional methods have come under attack in recent times by well-funded special interest groups; and

WHEREAS, wagering on games of chance, including a state lottery and games to benefit charities, has previously been approved by the citizens of the Commonwealth through their ratification of constitutional amendments; and

WHEREAS, the Tenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States reads as follows: "The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people"; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's most recent Constitution was ratified in 1891 and contains a preamble which reads as follows: "We, the people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, grateful to Almighty God for the civil, political and religious liberties we enjoy, and invoking the continuance of these blessings, do ordain and establish this Constitution"; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's Constitution now enumerates a 26-section Bill of Rights with a preamble which reads as follows: "That the great and essential principles of liberty and free government may be recognized and established, we declare that . . .";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   IT IS PROPOSED THAT A NEW SECTION 25A BE ADDED TO THE BILL OF RIGHTS ENUMERATED IN THE CONSTITUTION OF KENTUCKY TO READ AS FOLLOWS:


(1)
Citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky have an inalienable right to comprehend legislation raising and lowering tax revenue and appropriations; therefore, the Kentucky General Assembly shall provide at least forty-eight hours for public review and comment prior to the final enactment of any appropriation or revenue measure.


(2)
An informed citizenry and press are necessary for the efficient operation of government; therefore, in order to increase transparency and accountability, city, county, and state governmental agencies and quasi-governmental agencies shall utilize technology to make public information accessible via widely accepted electronic media.


(3)
No law or rule shall compel, directly or indirectly, any person, employer, or health care provider to participate in any health care system.


(4)
No law or rule shall compel, directly or indirectly, any person, employer, or health care provider to provide abortion services.


(5)
No law or rule shall prevent, directly or indirectly, the severing of coal, and city, county, and state governmental agencies shall assist in the advancement of energy policy, science, technology, and innovation in the Commonwealth utilizing Kentucky coal and other Kentucky-based energy sources to promote energy independence.


(6)
No law or rule shall prevent, directly or indirectly, any person, employer, teacher, or city, county, or state government official from posting the Ten Commandments as part of a display of historic documents.


(7)
No law or rule, including any order by the Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky declaring martial law, shall compel, directly or indirectly, any law-abiding person to surrender his or her firearms or ammunition or shall infringe upon the lawful possession and use of firearms or ammunition.


(8)
No law or rule shall limit, directly or indirectly, the right of Kentuckians to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife, including the use of traditional methods, unless the General Assembly establishes that it has a compelling interest to limit that right and has used the least restrictive means to further that compelling interest. This subsection shall not be construed to modify any provision of general law relating to trespass or property rights.


(9)
No law or rule shall allow, directly or indirectly, any expansion of gambling not lawfully being played in Kentucky on January 1, 2009, unless the General Assembly approves a constitutional amendment allowing that expansion and the amendment is subsequently ratified by the people of the Commonwealth as established in Sections 256 and 257.


(10)
The people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky claim sovereignty under the Tenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States over all powers not otherwise enumerated and granted to the federal government by the Constitution of the United States.

Section 2.   This amendment shall be submitted to the voters of the Commonwealth for their ratification or rejection at the time and in the manner provided for under Sections 256 and 257 of the Constitution and under KRS 118.415. The question to be submitted to the voters shall read as follows: "Are you in favor of adding a 21st Century Bill of Rights to Kentucky's Constitution to provide greater transparency relating to taxation and government spending; to make public information available on the Internet; to ensure that no federal or state law or rule may compel any Kentuckian to participate in a health care system or to provide abortion services or may prevent the posting of the Ten Commandments or may prevent the severing of coal or may infringe upon an individual's right to hunt and fish or may infringe upon the lawful possession and use of firearms or ammunition or may compel any law-abiding person to surrender his or her firearms or ammunition or, without a constitutional amendment, may permit the expansion of gambling; to require governmental agencies to promote the use of Kentucky coal to ensure America's energy independence; and to claim the Commonwealth of Kentucky's sovereignty under the Tenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States?"

Section 3.   This amendment shall be known as "Kentucky's 21st Century Bill of Rights," and upon its adoption by the people of the Commonwealth, a copy of this amendment shall be distributed by Kentucky's Secretary of State to the President of the United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, and the presiding officer of each of the state legislative chambers in the United States of America and its territories and protectorates.
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