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AN ACT relating to education performance incentives and making an appropriation therefor.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 158.845 TO 158.849 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Notwithstanding KRS 157.350, beginning no later than the 2012-2013 academic year, each teacher of advanced science and mathematics shall receive a monetary award for each of his or her respective students with a grade of three (3) or above on the corresponding AP examination in the previous year or five (5) or above on the corresponding IB examination in the previous year. For each content area of advanced science and mathematics, a teacher shall be eligible to receive only one (1) monetary award for each student in a content area, regardless of whether a student takes more than one (1) AP or IB examination within the content area. 

(a)
The Kentucky Department of Education shall distribute awards as follows for each student who is eligible for free or reduced-price lunch:

1.
Five hundred dollars ($500) for each student who scores five (5) on the AP examination or seven (7) on the IB examination;

2.
Four hundred dollars ($400) for each student who scores four (4) on the AP examination or six (6) on the IB examination; and
3.
Three hundred dollars ($300) for each student who scores three (3) on the AP examination or five (5) on the IB examination.

(b)
The Kentucky Department of Education shall distribute awards as follows for each student who is ineligible for free or reduced-price lunch:

1.
Three hundred dollars ($300) for each student who scores five (5) on the AP examination or seven (7) on the IB examination;

2.
Two hundred dollars ($200) for each student who scores four (4) on the AP examination or six (6) on the IB examination; and
3.
One hundred dollars ($100) for each student who scores three (3) on the AP examination or five (5) on the IB examination.

(2)
The annual aggregated award to an advanced science and mathematics teacher may not exceed seven thousand five hundred dollars ($7,500), regardless of the number of AP courses or sections of an AP course or IB course taught.

(3)
In addition to the monetary awards provided to teachers of advanced science and mathematics, the Kentucky Department of Education shall distribute funds to each school equal to the total monetary awards made to a school's teachers of advanced science and mathematics under subsection (1) of this section, not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000) per teacher. The funds shall be proportionately divided among the schools' science and mathematics teachers who do not teach advanced science and mathematics courses and the middle school teachers in the schools' feeder schools who teach Algebra I. The awards shall be based on the number of science and mathematics classes taught by each teacher. Teachers of advanced science and mathematics courses are not eligible for these funds.

(4)
No later than the 2012-2013 academic year, the Kentucky Department of Education shall provide monetary awards to teachers who teach advanced science and mathematics via the Kentucky Virtual High School that are based on one-half (1/2) of the per student allotment in the scale described in subsection (1) of this section.

(5)
Monetary awards provided to teachers under this section shall be distributed no later than December 31 each academic year to qualifying teachers. The awards shall not be added to the teachers' base salary on the local board's single salary schedule and shall not be considered in the calculation for contributions to the Kentucky Teachers' Retirement System. 

(6)
Awards shall be paid from the science and mathematics advancement fund established by Section 2 of this Act. If there are insufficient funds in the fund to award teachers in accordance with the requirements outlined in this section, the payment of the awards shall be a necessary government expense and payment shall be approved by the Finance and Administration Cabinet and paid by the State Treasurer.

Section 2.   KRS 158.847 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
(a)
The science and mathematics advancement fund is hereby created to provide incentives for public schools to provide or expand student access to rigorous science and mathematics curricula, to make available advanced science and mathematics courses and college credit in these disciplines for high school students, and to increase the quantity and quality of science and mathematics teachers in Kentucky.

(b)
Funds may be used in support of public schools to provide:

1.
Payment of student fees for AP and IB examinations;

2.
Scholarships for high school students to take advanced science and mathematics courses through the Kentucky Virtual High School when those courses are not offered at the school in which they are enrolled;

3.
Two (2) year grants to high schools to support the start-up of advanced science and mathematics courses;

4.
Two (2) year renewable grants to middle schools to support accelerated student learning in science and mathematics;

5.
Grants to school districts for programs to develop and implement an energy technology engineering career track;[ and]
6.
Professional development opportunities, and payment of expenses and stipends for participation, for elementary school teachers to deepen their content knowledge and improve instructional practice in science and mathematics; and

7.
Monetary awards for teachers based on students' success on AP and IB examinations in advanced science and mathematics.

(c)
The fund may receive state appropriations, grants, gifts, federal funds, or any other funds, public or private.

(d)
Funds from the science and mathematics advancement fund shall be distributed after all other funds available for these purposes have been obligated, including state funds, federal funds, or any funds available through a scholarship program administered by the Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority.

(2)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall promulgate administrative regulations for the administration of the science and mathematics advancement fund. The Kentucky Department of Education shall administer the fund, approve grant recipients, and distribute the funds to local school districts and other appropriate educational agencies.
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