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AN ACT relating to recreational tourism and economic development and making an appropriation therefor.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 97 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section:

(a)
"Land" means land, roads, water, watercourses, private ways and buildings, structures, and machinery or equipment when attached to land;

(b)
"Landowner" means a private individual, corporation, or a governmental entity who possesses a fee, reversionary, or easement interest in land;

(c)
"Local governing body" means the legislative body of any city, unified local government, consolidated local government, charter county government, or the fiscal court of any county;

(d)
"Local taxes" means any taxes imposed by a local governing body that has adopted an ordinance approving the system of incentives proposed by a board under subsection (2) of this section; and

(e)
"Recreational use" means but is not limited to any of the following, or any combination thereof: all-terrain vehicle riding, bicycling, boating, camping, fishing, hiking, horseback riding, hunting, off-road vehicle riding, picnicking, nature study, swimming, water-skiing, winter sports, and viewing or enjoying historical, archaeological, scenic, or scientific sites.

(2)
(a)
Any:

1.
Board vested with power by a local governing body pursuant to KRS 97.020 may develop and submit to the local governing body; or

2.
Regional park authority formed under KRS 97.095 may develop, and submit to the fiscal courts of the participating counties;


for consideration and approval pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subsection, a proposed system of incentives to encourage private landowners to make their properties available for recreational use and tourism development through contract, lease or other agreement. Before a regional park authority may implement a system of landowner incentives, all fiscal courts of the participating counties must vote to approve the incentive program.

(b)
In considering a proposed incentive program for landowner participation, the local governing body or the fiscal courts of the participating counties, as the case may be, shall conduct a public hearing and if the proposal is approved, shall adopt an ordinance establishing the incentive program. The ordinance shall include, at a minimum, the following provisions:

1.
A description of the incentives available to landowners and the conditions under which incentives shall be available;

2.
The date when the incentives will first be available, and the end date, if any;

3.
The application process for landowners to apply for incentives;

4.
Terms and conditions or other requirements for incentive agreements with landowners, including provisions relating to the transfer of land ownership, multiple land owners, out-of-state landowners, and any other issues which may require special terms of conditions within the incentive program;

5.
A requirement that any landowner receiving incentives under the ordinance shall make a periodic accounting to the board;

6.
A requirement that the board responsible for the incentive program, shall conduct a periodic incentive program review and determine the challenges and successes in encouraging landowner participation; and

7.
Any other provisions, findings, limitations, rules, or procedures regarding the proposed incentive program and its establishment or maintenance determined necessary by the local government body or, fiscal courts of the participating counties as the case may be.

(3)
Incentive programs established under this section that involve the imposition of an admission price or fee shall not constitute a "charge," as defined in KRS 411.190.

(4)
Incentives that may be offered to landowners as part of the system of incentives adopted by a local governing body may include but not be limited to:

(a)
Direct remuneration to the landowner, which may be equivalent to a portion or all of the local taxes actually paid by the landowner to the local governing body or which may be measured by some other means;

(b)
Cost-sharing programs for the purchase and operation of equipment, amenities, facilities or other improvements, which may be owned by the landowner if an agreement with the local governing body authorizes such ownership;

(c)
Grants, gifts, or other monetary awards based on guidelines established by the proposing board;

(d)
Participation in any pilot programs for new or improved outdoor recreation equipment, user safety equipment or training, or related activities;

(e)
Participation in any demonstration projects or research to decrease environmental impacts of outdoor recreation; and

(f)
Any other promotional, safety, landowner protection or other incentives which would encourage landowner participation in public recreational development and use of land.

Section 2.   KRS 147A.028 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
As used in this section, "local governmental units" means counties, urban-county governments, charter county governments, consolidated local governments, unified local governments and cities.
(2)
In enacting a parks establishment aid law, it is the intention of the General Assembly to supplement local efforts to establish park and recreational facilities. The inadequacy of present facilities and the high cost of acquisition and establishment of park recreational facilities are hereby declared to be matters of public interest and concern and vital to the promotion of the health, welfare, and industrial development of the inhabitants of the Commonwealth.

(3)
(a)[(2)]
The commissioner of the Department for Local Government shall cause to be established in the Treasury a special fund to be known as the local government parks and recreational facilities fund, to be administered by the commissioner. The fund shall be composed[ comprised] of grants, contributions, appropriations, and intergovernmental transfers. Notwithstanding KRS 48.229, moneys in the fund shall not lapse at the end of the fiscal year.

(b)
There is hereby established in the state treasury a revolving fund to be known as the "recreational lands fund." The fund shall be administered by the commissioner and shall be composed of grants, contributions, appropriations, intergovernmental transfers, and all amounts transferred to the fund pursuant to Section 3 of this Act. Moneys in the fund shall be used to support the programs for the recreational use of lands for tourism development. Grants made from the fund shall be subject to the other provisions of this section. Notwithstanding KRS 48.229, any moneys remaining in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall not lapse but shall be carried forward into the succeeding fiscal year. Any interest earnings of the fund shall become a part of the fund and shall not lapse. Moneys in the fund are hereby appropriated for the purposes set forth in this paragraph.

(4)
(a)[(3)]
The commissioner may, when he or she determines that a proposed local government plan for a park,[ or other] recreational facility, or recreational lands for tourism development would serve the public interest:[,]
1.
Use moneys from the local government parks and recreational facilities fund to aid local governmental units in their acquisition and establishment of local parks,[ and] recreational facilities, or recreational lands for tourism development; and

2.
Use the money from the recreational lands fund to aid local governmental units in their acquisition and development of lands for recreational use and tourism development.

(b)
To qualify for support under this section, a receiving[provided that] local governmental unit shall[units must] provide matching funds for the project. The Department for Local Government may grant an amount up to five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) for any one (1) project, which amount shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the cost of the entire project. [For the purposes of this section, local governmental units shall mean county governments, urban-county government, and governments of cities of any class. ]Title to parks,[ and] recreational facilities, and recreational lands for tourism development acquired by the use of funds authorized by this section shall vest in the local governmental unit which proposed the project and provided the matching funds.
(5)
(a)[(4)]
In September of each year, the commissioner shall determine the amount of funds available for distribution by December 31 of that same year. The commissioner may prescribe standards for determining the amounts to be granted for local projects and any administrative regulations as may be necessary to implement the provisions of this section. 

(b)
Funds granted by the Department for Local Government from the local government parks and recreational facilities fund shall be spent by the local governing authorities only for the acquisition and establishment of parks,[ and] recreational facilities, and recreational lands for tourism development, or major improvements or additions to existing parks and shall not be used for operating or maintenance expenses. 

(c)
Funds granted by the Department for Local Government from the recreational lands fund shall be spent by the local governing authorities only for acquisition and development of recreational use of lands and related tourism development and shall not be used for operating or maintenance expenses.

Section 3.   KRS 186A.130 is amended to read as follows:

There shall be paid for issuing and processing documents required by this chapter fees according to the following schedule:

(1)
Each application for a certificate of title shall be nine dollars ($9), of which the county clerk shall retain six dollars ($6) and the Transportation Cabinet shall receive three dollars ($3).

(2)
Each application for a replacement or corrected certificate of title shall be six dollars ($6), of which the county clerk shall retain four dollars ($4) and the Transportation Cabinet shall receive two dollars ($2). If a corrected certificate must be issued because of an error of the county clerk or the Department of Vehicle Regulation, there shall be no charge.

(3)
Each application for a speed title shall be twenty-five dollars ($25), of which the county clerk shall retain five dollars ($5) and the Transportation Cabinet shall receive twenty dollars ($20).

(4)
(a)
Each application for a certificate of title for an all-terrain vehicle shall be fifteen dollars ($15), of which: 

1.
The county clerk shall retain six dollars ($6);[ and]
2.
The Transportation Cabinet shall receive five dollars ($5)[nine] dollars[ ($9)]; and

3.
The Kentucky Department for Local Government shall receive four dollars ($4) to be deposited in the recreational lands fund, established by Section 2 of this Act to be used for the purposes set forth in Section 2 of this Act.

(b)
Each application for a replacement or corrected certificate of title for an all-terrain vehicle shall be ten dollars ($10), of which the county clerk shall retain four dollars ($4),[ and] the Transportation Cabinet shall receive three dollars ($3)[six ]dollars [($6)], and, the Kentucky Department for Local Government shall receive three dollars ($3), which shall be deposited in the recreational lands fund established by Section 2 of this Act to be used for the purposes set forth in Section 2 of this Act. If a corrected certificate must be issued because of an error of the county clerk or the Department of Vehicle Regulation, there shall be no charge.
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