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A RESOLUTION honoring Simmons College of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, Simmons College of Kentucky was founded in 1879 by former slaves. The institution's original mission was to provide education and enlightenment to the sons and daughters of slaves, and, under the ownership of the General Association of Colored Baptists in Kentucky, it became known as State University. With its mission being the training and development of African Americans from all walks of life, in 1904 State University became the only institution of higher learning in the United States with medical and law departments. Changing its name in 1918 to honor its second president, Simmons College continued its legacy of spiritual and intellectual growth well into the 20th century; and 

WHEREAS, during the Great Depression, the will of Simmons College was tested. In 1930, the college sold its 7th and Kentucky Street campus to the University of Louisville. 20 years later, when the university desegregated, the college faced extinction. However, the small college did not lose sight of its mission. It secured a new campus and continued to be a beacon of light for Kentucky's African Americans, making Simmons College an institution not only of exceptional higher learning, but also a college that dedicated itself to the spiritual well-being of its students. In 1982, Simmons College was renamed Simmons Bible College, and another era was proudly begun; and 

WHEREAS, under the direction of Dr. Kevin W. Cosby, Simmons College of Kentucky has more than upheld the legacy begun more than 130 years ago. Dr. Cosby, also the pastor of St. Stephen Baptist Church, the largest African American church in Kentucky, has reinvigorated the college while invoking the institution's rich tradition. Simmons College of Kentucky now offers a focus on academics, research, and faith. Incorporating liberal arts into its focus on missionary and Biblical studies, Simmons College of Kentucky has strong roots in its community. Simmons Community Solutions is a program that seeks to merge the scholastic and spiritual message of the college with community outreach. Under the direction of Dr. Cosby, and with its eye not only on its bright future but also on its proud past, Simmons College of Kentucky is a fundamental part of the spiritual and intellectual progress of the Commonwealth's African Americans; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This Honorable Body thanks Dr. Kevin Cosby, the faculty, and the students of Simmons College of Kentucky, and wishes the college success in all its future endeavors. 

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Simmons College of Kentucky. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Gerald Neal for delivery.

Page 1 of 2
BR164600.100 - 1646 - 4080

Jacketed

