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A RESOLUTION congratulating the Madisonville Fire Department for 100 years of operation.

WHEREAS, as people have been congregating in cities for thousands of years, and by their very nature cities serve as centers for the activities of people; and

WHEREAS, hazards of fire, and injury from disease and accident have been specters bringing fear to humanity for centuries of civilization as a result of the proximity of structures in these cities; and

WHEREAS, certain citizens of the cities and counties in this Commonwealth, acknowledging these hazards, have offered their services, sometimes in concert with other careers, other times dedicating their careers solely to the protection of life and property in the combating of these hazards; and

WHEREAS, on August 11, 1911, the Madisonville Volunteer Fire Department was created in a special session of the Madisonville City Council as a volunteer fire department in recognition of these hazards after the threat of fire was, unfortunately, proven a fact in the city; and

WHEREAS, through the efforts of the Madisonville city leaders, and through the dedication of the firefighters of the Madisonville Volunteer Fire Department, the department became a full-time paid fire department in 1936, further enabling the dedicated firefighters to protect the citizens of Madisonville; and

WHEREAS, further improvements to the holdings of the Madisonville Fire Department, again through the dedication of city and fire department leadership have enabled the department to open multiple fire stations, extending the comforting embrace of fire and hazard protection; and

WHEREAS, as of today, the Madisonville Fire Department's 58 members, 18 of which are paid full-time employees, respond to over 600 calls for help each year, using the resources of its four fire stations, and appurtenant equipment; and

WHEREAS, each member of the Madisonville Fire Department, as with all members of fire services throughout the Commonwealth and the United States, knows that when responding to aid others through the suppression of fire, assistance in vehicle accidents, or any other emergent situation, that they subject themselves to the same hazards to which they are responding; and

WHEREAS, it is through these selfless acts, that we as citizens of the Commonwealth owe them a great debt; and

WHEREAS, 2011 marks a century of selfless, effective, and professional service of the Madisonville Fire Department;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby recognize the leadership and members of the Madisonville Fire Department for their selfless and professional service to the citizens of Madisonville.

Section 2.   The Senate furthermore congratulates the leadership and members of the Madisonville Fire Department on the momentous occasion of 100 years of service to the citizens of Madisonville.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mayor David Jackson, City of Madisonville, 67 North Main Street, Madisonville, Kentucky 42431; and to Chief Steven K. Stoltz, Madisonville Fire Department, 98 East Center Street, Madisonville, Kentucky 42431.
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