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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Dr. Jesse Foster McClure Jr.

WHEREAS, Dr. Jesse Foster McClure Jr. was born in Louisville on September 5, 1945, the son of the late Jesse and Ethel McClure; and

WHEREAS, Dr. McClure was a graduate of Male High School, where he was a standout athlete, being named to Scholastic Magazine's All-American football team; and

WHEREAS, Dr. McClure attended the University of Michigan on an athletic scholarship, and received both his bachelor's and master's degrees from that institution before earning his doctorate from Brandies University; and

WHEREAS, Dr. McClure's devotion to higher education took him to many different university campuses, including Arizona State University, the University of Tennessee, California State University-Sacramento, and LeMoyne-Owen College in Memphis, Tennessee, where he eventually made his home; and

WHEREAS, over the course of his career, Dr. McClure served as a professor, dean, vice president, provost, and vice chancellor, helping students achieve to the best of their abilities in a wide array of roles; and

WHEREAS, Dr. McClure was dedicated to the improvement of his community, and was a widely hailed civic leader in Memphis, chairing the United Way of the Mid-South Board of Directors, the Memphis Redbirds Foundation Board of Directors, and a gubernatorial commission that developed a statewide system for children's mental health; and serving as president of his community's regional mental health association; and

WHEREAS, Dr. McClure also served on the Community Foundation of Greater Memphis Board of Governors, and as a member of Humanities Tennessee, Goals for Memphis Inc., the Leadership Academy, the faculty of the University of Tennessee Leadership Development Institute, and the board of directors for local chapters of the American Heart Association, the Urban League, and United Housing Inc.; and

WHEREAS, Dr. McClure was duly recognized for his endeavors, particularly in the realm of children's advocacy, by being given the Mary Ellen Award, a citation of merit from the California State Senate and California State Assembly, the Eddie Valdez Award, and the Simply the Best Award from the Black Business Directory of Memphis; and

WHEREAS, Dr. McClure held a great love for his wife of 41 years, Alnita Trawick McClure, with whom he reared two children, Jesse Foster (Katie) McClure III and Tasha McClure; and an adoring granddaughter, Marilyn Grace McClure; and

WHEREAS, Dr. McClure departed this earthly life on February 21, 2001, leaving behind an entire community to join his family and friends in mourning his loss;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate send their most heartfelt condolences to the family, friends, and community of Dr. Jesse Foster McClure Jr.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Dr. Jesse Foster McClure Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Gerald Neal for conveyance to the family of Dr. McClure.
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