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A RESOLUTION expressing gratitude to state and local highway crews for their tireless efforts to keep roads clear during the winter of 2011.

WHEREAS, Kentucky has almost 80,000 miles of public roadway, of which over 27,500 miles is maintained by the Transportation Cabinet; and

WHEREAS, with almost 3 million drivers traveling over 48.1 billion miles annually, vehicle traffic is the lifeblood of Kentucky's transportation infrastructure, crucial to business, commerce, tourism, and education; and

WHEREAS, severe winter weather in the Commonwealth can be unpredictable at best, deadly and arctic at its worst, with the potential to wreak havoc on the roadways upon which all citizens depend so much; and 

WHEREAS, the winter of 2011 was an extremely taxing one, with early storms dropping significant snowfall in November and December and continuing through the remainder of the winter; and 

WHEREAS, the highway crews of the Transportation Cabinet and the cities and counties of the Commonwealth waged an unflagging, round-the-clock battle against a meteorological opponent that threatened the safety of motorists from Paducah to Pikeville; and 

WHEREAS, the indefatigable spirit of these workers, forced to crawl out of warm beds and leave their families to perform dangerous work, exemplify the simple yet vital nature of the work of public employees all across the state; and 

WHEREAS, a grateful Commonwealth should express its appreciate for the hard work and dedication of these fine public servants; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this Honorable Body, both individually and collectively, express our sincere gratitude to the inexhaustible men and women of the Commonwealth who toiled on road crews to keeps Kentucky's highways cleared during the severe weather of the winter of 2011, and laud them as heroes to the traveling public.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall transmit copies of this Resolution to Transportation Cabinet Secretary Mike Hancock and Department of Local Government Commissioner Tony Wilder.
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