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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and memory of Private First Class Russell E. Madden.

WHEREAS, Private First Class Russell E. Madden was born on March 23, 1981, and he traversed these earthly bounds on June 23, 2010; and

WHEREAS, Private First Class Russell E. Madden was the loving husband of Michelle Lee Reynolds Madden; he was the devoted father of his son, Parker Lee, and stepson, Jared; he was the son of Martin Madden and Peggy Davitt; and he leaves behind many other family members who loved him dearly; and

WHEREAS, Private First Class Russell E. Madden graduated from Bellevue High School in 2000, where he was an exceptional athlete lettering in track and football; playing linebacker and running back positions in the 1999 football season, Russell E. Madden helped lead his team to an undefeated season; and

WHEREAS, Private First Class Russell E. Madden was described as "one of a kind" and "a true hero" by those who knew him; and

WHEREAS, Private First Class Russell E. Madden enlisted in the United States Army in 2008; and he was assigned to the First Squadron, 91st Cavalry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, Conn Barracks, Germany; and

WHEREAS, on June 23, 2010, in Charkh District, Konar Province, Afghanistan, Private First Class Russell E. Madden bravely volunteered to be gunner in the lead vehicle of a convoy escort detail; on this day, insurgents attacked his convoy vehicle with a rocket-propelled grenade and Private First Class Russell E. Madden died of wounds suffered from the attack; and

WHEREAS, Private First Class Russell E. Madden was awarded a posthumous promotion to Specialist, the Purple Heart, and the Bronze Star for his brave service to our country; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Private First Class Russell E. Madden and is deeply grateful for the ultimate sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Private First Class Russell E. Madden has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Private First Class Russell E. Madden and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Private First Class Russell E. Madden.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Michelle Lee Reynolds Madden, 36 Mayfield Ave, Apt. 1, Ft. Thomas, Kentucky 41075-1893; Peggy Strange Davitt, 55 Amelia Street, Newport, Kentucky 41071; and to Martin Madden, 214 Washington Avenue, Belleview, Kentucky 41073.
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