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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and memory of Staff Sergeant James P. Hunter.

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant James P. Hunter was born in Lexington, Kentucky in 1985 and he traversed these earthly bounds on June 18, 2010; and

WHEREAS, James P. Hunter was the son of Tom Hunter and Patricia Phillips; he was the loving fiancé of Candice Clark; and he leaves behind eight siblings and many other family members who loved him dearly; and

WHEREAS, upon graduating from Firelands High School in Oberlin, Ohio, in 2003, Staff Sergeant James P. Hunter joined the United States Army where he served with the 502nd Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant James P. Hunter was a photojournalist in his brigade's Public Affairs Office and often worked with U.S. news reporters covering the Afghan war; one national reporter stated, "He was more than a great soldier, he was a leader of men. He had an enormously important responsibility to see that not only soldiers' families knew about the lives of their soldiers, but also to help the American public understand the life of a soldier in war time…"; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant James P. Hunter had been twice deployed to Iraq and was serving his third tour of duty in Afghanistan when his patrol was struck by an improvised explosive device in Kandahar, and his life prematurely ended on June 18, 2010; and

WHEREAS, James P. Hunter was an impassioned reporter and photographer who was highly regarded by his colleagues and was described as an American hero; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant James P. Hunter was awarded the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star for his brave service to our country; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Staff Sergeant James P. Hunter and is deeply grateful for the ultimate sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Staff Sergeant James P. Hunter has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Staff Sergeant James P. Hunter and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Staff Sergeant James P. Hunter.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Tom Hunter, 91 Holiday Road, Winchester, Kentucky 40391; and to Patricia Phillips, 10710 Green Road, Wakeman, Ohio 44889.
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