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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Larry Steven Craig.

WHEREAS, Larry Steven Craig, a Todd County native, was born June 19, 1949, the son of JR and Clara Pauline Utley Craig; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Craig was an ordained Baptist minister and a distinguished newspaper journalist; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Craig started his newspaper journalism career as a reporter and columnist for the Russellville News–Democrat and Logan Leader, covering politics, education, and general news. He was named editor of the Green River Republican in Morgantown in 1980 and bought the newspaper in 1982. He served as president of the Kentucky Press Association in 1989 and served on its board of directors for several years. He was inducted into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame in 1994, and he taught journalism as an adjunct professor at Western Kentucky University; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Craig was well known for his pointed editorials regarding controversial issues, especially those criticizing the Klu Klux Klan. His firm stance on contentious issues was unwavering, even in the face of threatening opposition. Not all of Mr. Craig's work was as serious as his infamous editorials. His weekly columns, Butler & Beyond, and Soul Food, were highly anticipated, regular features in the Butler County Banner and the Green River Republican. Mr. Craig won numerous awards from the Kentucky Press Association for investigative reporting, editorials, and photography, and was a sought after speaker on press ethics and First Amendment issues; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Craig served as the Butler County Trial Commissioner; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Craig was a faithful member of the Richland Missionary Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Craig is survived by his wife, Patricia Grace Craig; three daughters, Julie Blanford, Summer Hines, and Paige McKinney; three brothers, Richard Craig, Michael Craig, and Thomas Craig; one sister, Jeannie Craig; seven grandchildren, and several nieces and nephews; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Craig departed this earthly life on January 16, 2011, and his devotion to the Lord, his family, friends, and community will be remembered by this Commonwealth for many years to come; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, both individually and collectively, express their sympathies and condolences to the family, friends, and community of Larry Steven Craig.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Larry Steven Craig.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Mike Wilson for delivery to the family of Larry Steven Craig.
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