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A RESOLUTION urging the United States Congress to repeal the Patriot Act.

WHEREAS, the citizens of Kentucky recognize the Constitution of the United States as our charter of liberty and that the Bill of Rights enshrines the fundamental and inalienable rights of Americans, including the freedoms of religion, speech, assembly, and privacy; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Kentucky denounce and condemn all acts of terrorism by any entity, wherever the acts occur; and

WHEREAS, terrorist attacks against Americans, such as those that occurred on September 11, 2001, have necessitated the crafting of effective laws to protect citizens of the United States and others from terrorist attacks; and

WHEREAS, any new security measures of federal, state, and local governments should be carefully designed and employed to enhance public safety without infringing on the civil liberties and rights of innocent citizens of Kentucky and the United States; and

WHEREAS, certain provisions of the "Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism Act of 2001", also known as the USA PATRIOT Act, allow the federal government to more liberally detain and investigate citizens and to engage in surveillance activities that may violate or offend the rights and liberties guaranteed by our state and federal constitutions;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby urges the United States Congress to repeal the USA Patriot Act and replace it with a comprehensive body of law that provides adequate tools for the protection of our citizens from terrorism without infringing upon their civil liberties.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall forward a copy of this Resolution to the Clerk of the United States Senate, to the Clerk of the United States House of Representatives, and all of the members of Kentucky's Congressional Delegation.
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