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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of John Devlyon Barker.

WHEREAS, John Devlyon Barker of Morehead, Kentucky was born October 14, 1917, in Gimlet, Kentucky to the late John S. and Lyda M. Sparks Barker; and he traversed these earthly bounds December 6, 2010 in Morehead, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, John Devlyon Barker was the loving husband of Pearl Dean Lewis Barker; he was the doting father of Devlyon Barker and his wife Vanessa; he was the devoted grandfather of Brandon Barker and his wife Brandy, Logan Barker and step granddaughter Shelby; and he leaves behind many other family members who loved him dearly; and

WHEREAS, John Devlyon Barker was a Pearl Harbor survivor, a well-known businessman, and a community volunteer; and

WHEREAS, John Devlyon Barker volunteered for the Army in 1940 and served until 1945; he was assigned to the 251st Post Artillery Anti-aircraft Unit at Molokai near Pearl Harbor; he was in charge of an 18-man gun crew; and he also participated in several other battles in the South Pacific including Fiji, Guadalcanal Island, and Bougainville in the Solomon Islands; and

WHEREAS, for his service in the Asiatic Pacific Theater, John Devlyon Barker was awarded a Bronze Star Medal, a Ribbon with two Bronze Stars, a Defense Service Medal with Bronze Star, and a Good Conduct Ribbon; and

WHEREAS, the story of John Devlyon Barker is featured in Patriots and Heroes: Eastern Kentucky Soldiers of WWII by Jack D. Ellis; and

WHEREAS, in 1972, John Devlyon Barker retired as an agent for the Commonwealth Life Insurance Company after 18 years of service; and

WHEREAS, as a young man he worked in the coal mines in West Virginia, and later was employed by the Semet-Solvay Company in Montgomery County, West Virginia, R. F. Stiner in Huntington, West Virginia, and Ruby Smith Ford Garage in Olive Hill, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, John Devlyon Barker served as chairman of the American Red Cross for Rowan County for 11 years and continued to volunteer after that; he was a 65 year member and Past Master of the Morehead Masonic Lodge No. 654, and a longtime member of Morehead American Legion Post No. 126, where he served on the Honor Guard for 12 years; he was a member of the Sharkey Freewill Baptist Church; and he dedicated his life to service to others; and 

WHEREAS, the passing of John Devlyon Barker has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate, both individually and collectively, express their profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of John Devlyon Barker, and extend to his family, friends, and community their most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of John Devlyon Barker.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Pearl Barker, 747 Short Street, Morehead, Kentucky 40351-1453.
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