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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Joe E. Ellis, O.D., for being elected to the Presidency of the American Optometric Association.

WHEREAS, Joe E. Ellis, O.D. ascended to the Presidency of the American Optometric Association, in June 2010, at the 113th Annual American Optometric Association Congress, and 40th Annual American Optometric Student Association Conference: Optometry's Meeting; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Ellis is a prominent figure in the optometric community. He served on the Board of the Kentucky Optometric Association from 1990 to 1996, serving as president for the 1994-1995 term. In 1992, he was named the Kentucky Young Optometrist of the Year, and in 1995 his colleagues honored him as Kentucky Optometrist of the Year. Throughout his membership with the Kentucky Optometric Association he has received three President's Awards; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Ellis is a dedicated advocate for optometric issues, especially those pertaining to patient access of optometric care. In 2000, he partnered with Governor Paul Patton and the Kentucky General Assembly to help pass the first school entrance level eye examination in the United States. His passion for advocacy extends beyond the Commonwealth of Kentucky, as Dr. Ellis has been active in legislative and governmental relations at the national level; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Ellis has held various positions with the American Optometric Association. In addition to holding a number of volunteer appointments, he has served on the Board of Trustees, and served as chair of the State Health Care Legislation Committee. Currently, he serves as chair of both the Executive and Agenda Committees, and is a member of the Personnel Committee. He also serves as liaison to the American Academy of Optometry, and to various regional optometric councils and organizations; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Ellis is a graduate of Southern College of Optometry, and is in private practice in Benton, Kentucky. He is a member and past president of the Benton Lions Club, and a past chairman of the Marshall County Chamber of Commerce;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate of the Commonwealth of Kentucky hereby recognize and honor Joe E. Ellis, O.D. for being elected President of the American Optometric Association, and affirm that Dr. Ellis' dedication and commitment to the optometric profession has increased access to optometric care for citizens of the Commonwealth and the nation.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Joe E. Ellis, O.D.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Bob Leeper for delivery to Joe E. Ellis, O.D.
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