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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Sandy Lee Watkins.

WHEREAS, Sandy Lee Watkins was a long-time resident of Henderson County and the loving husband of his adored wife of 40 years, Susie Watkins. Sandy and Susie raised two wonderful sons, Matthew Watkins and Christian Watkins, who in turn blessed them with two grandchildren, Kimberly Watkins and Sarah Watkins, and a stepgrandchild, Kaley Lucas. Sandy was thankful for the beautiful family with which he had been blessed; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Watkins was the son of Sanford and Sharon Watkins, and he was further beloved by his brothers, David Lacer, Harlan Watkins, and Ruben Watkins, and several nieces, nephews, and other relatives; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Watkins honorably served the Commonwealth and his country as a sergeant in the United States Army from 1972 to 1975; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Watkins returned from military service and worked for the Henderson County Sheriff's Office until 1977, when he joined Alcan Aluminum as a shift supervisor and remained for 17 years; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Watkins was elected Henderson County Judge/Executive in 1994, and he served 16 years in that office to become the longest-serving man in that position in county history. Sheriff Ed Brady remarked that Judge Watkins "was the best judge we've ever had and the best friend you could ever have"; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Watkins' belief in using his position to benefit all Henderson Countians was admired and supported by the people of his community and served him well; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Watkins was a devoted member of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, where he faithfully worshipped each week; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Watkins constantly sought better ways to run his county government, and his last moments were spent at the National Association of Development Organizations meeting in San Diego, California, where he hoped to obtain new ideas, better solutions to problems, and ways to enhance Henderson County's local government, businesses, and community needs. On August 28, 2010, while in California, he departed from this life; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Watkins greeted each day with enthusiasm and was ever diligent in his pursuit of betterment for Henderson County. He leaves behind grieving family and friends, and a community grateful for his lifetime of commitment to public improvement;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate, both individually and collectively, send their most sincere condolences to the family, friends, and community of Sandy Lee Watkins.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Sandy Lee Watkins.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Susie Watkins, 4788 Highway 1078 North, Henderson, Kentucky 42420; and Sanford and Sharon Watkins, 1805 Kresge Drive, Henderson, Kentucky 42420.
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