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A RESOLUTION urging the Transportation Cabinet to erect signs honoring the Rockcastle County High School Lady Rockets Basketball Team, 2011 KHSAA Girls' Sweet Sixteen Champions.

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2011, before a record crowd of 5,122 at Diddle Arena in Bowling Green, the Rockcastle Lady Rockets won the KHSAA Girls' Sweet Sixteen Championship for the first time by defeating the Louisville DuPont Manual Lady Crimsons 62-60 in overtime; and

WHEREAS, the Lady Rockets, trailing by four points at halftime of the championship game and by as many as nine points early in the second half, grabbed a late lead but saw Manual tie the game at the end of regulation time to force overtime; and

WHEREAS, senior guard and all-tournament selection Angie Lawrence filled the role of late game hero for the Lady Rockets, hitting a leaning 16-footer from the right side of the key with two seconds left in the overtime period for the final points in the Lady Rockets' two-point win; and

WHEREAS, the Lady Rockets were dominant all year, compiling a record of 36 wins and only one loss, going undefeated against Kentucky schools, and recording only two games with a winning margin of less than nine points; and

WHEREAS, in addition to Angie Lawrence, the Lady Rockets were led on the floor by Sara Hammond, a talented senior who averaged 19.4 points and 12 rebounds for the tournament, including 26 points and 11 rebounds in the championship game, and who was named the tournament's Most Valuable Player; and

WHEREAS, other members of the Lady Rockets included seniors Sydney Arvin, Kristin Abney, Shanlee Burton, and Ella McQueary; juniors Holly Ham, Katie Cowan, and Kadi Cobb; sophomores Michaela Hunter, who was named to the all-tournament team, Alexis Chasteen, Sara Adams, and Emily Miller; and freshmen Brianna Burdette, Brianna Hansel, Rebekah Ponder, Kayla Reynolds, Hannah Sowder, and Jaclyn White; and

WHEREAS, the Lady Rockets were guided through this dream season by head coach Chrysti Noble, who garnered her first state championship in a coaching career than has spanned 21 years, and who was assisted by coaches Derek Dotson, Ken Mattingly, Jaclyn Cook, and Johnna Abney; and

WHEREAS, the achievements of this outstanding group of young scholar athletes should be publicly recognized as an example of the values of hard work, determination, and excellence;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this honorable body, both individually and collectively, congratulate the Rockcastle County Lady Rockets basketball team, Coach Chrysti Noble, and the assistant coaches and staff, upon the occasion of their winning the 2011 KHSAA Girls' Sweet Sixteen Basketball Championship, and wish the team and its members good fortune in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   To honor the accomplishments of this outstanding group of young ladies, the Transportation Cabinet is urged to erect appropriate signs honoring the team and coach Chrysti Noble along major highway entrances into Rockcastle County, including United States Route 150 and Interstate 75.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Transportation Cabinet Secretary Mike Hancock and shall also transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Danny Ford for presentation to the Rockcastle County Lady Rockets.
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