UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF 03/18/11
11 SPEC. SESS.
11 SS BR 53


A RESOLUTION honoring the 1961 Ashland High School Tomcats basketball team upon the 50th anniversary of their victory in the KHSAA Sweet Sixteen Tournament. 

WHEREAS, 2011 marks the 50th anniversary of the Ashland High School Tomcats' victory in the 1961 KHSAA Boys Sweet Sixteen Basketball Tournament; and

WHEREAS, the Tomcats compiled a record of 36 wins versus a single loss during their magical run to the title, which was capped off by a 60-59 over a great Lexington Dunbar squad; and

WHEREAS, the 1961 Tomcats are generally considered among the two or three greatest high school teams this Commonwealth has ever produced; and

WHEREAS, Billy Reed, the highly respected and award-winning Kentucky sportswriter who called the Tomcats the greatest Sweet Sixteen champion of them all, summed up their greatness as follows: "...they played the game the way I think it should be played: with heart, skill, and precision. Today so much emphasis is on individual talent and sheer athleticism, rather than team accomplishments. There is a lot of beauty to the game, the team aspects of it, that seem to be forgotten. That team played the game so well together and was so unselfish. The thing was, they really didn't have a star. Everybody made a contribution in different ways. Individually they all had special things they did. Collectively they were the epitome of team;" and

WHEREAS, the Tomcats were led by head coach Bob Wright, who coached at Ashland from 1960 to 1965 and compiled a record of 168-29 in six seasons; and

WHEREAS, the Tomcats will hold a reunion in Lexington on March 19th, 2011 at this year's Sweet Sixteen to commemorate the golden anniversary of their teams accomplishments; and

WHEREAS, Tomcats expected to be in attendance at the reunion include Co-Captains Harold Sargent, Steve Cram, and Gene Smith; team members Dale Sexton, Jerry Daniel, Larry Conley, Larry Fairchild, Ricky Pope, and Ken Johnson; and managers Cecel Thornbury, Lonnie Castle, and Quentin Callahan; and

WHEREAS, other members of the 1961 Tomcats squad included David Gray, and departed team members David Turpin and Co-Captain Bob Hilton; and

WHEREAS, the accomplishments of this group of young men should be fondly remember and commemorated across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this Honorable Body, both individually and collectively, do extend their best wishes to the members and families of the 1961 Ashland High School Tomcats upon their gathering for a reunion commemorating the 50th anniversary of their championship season.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit copies of this Resolution to Representative Kevin Sinnette for presentation to the members of the 1961 Ashland Tomcats.
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