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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of Ralph Benton Felty.

WHEREAS, Ralph Benton Felty was born in Ashland, Kentucky, and attended Ashland High School. A standout football player for the Ashland Tomcats, he played under legendary Coach Paul Jenkins. During the 1935 campaign with Mr. Felty starring as defensive tackle, Ashland yielded only two points the entire season, helping Mr. Felty earn All-State honors at both defensive tackle and offensive tackle. He would take his considerable talent to Duke University, where played in two Rose Bowl games and earned the affectionate nickname "Iron Duke" from his family; and 

WHEREAS, upon his graduation from Duke, Ralph Felty proudly served his country as a member of the United States Marine Corps during World War II. Commissioned a lieutenant, he twice received combat injuries during battles in the Pacific Theater and was awarded two Purple Hearts; and 

WHEREAS, a loyal servant of God, Ralph Felty was an active member of Unity Baptist Church in Ashland, and he regularly attended Community United Methodist Church in Fruitland Park. Also an active and beloved member of his community, in 1990 he was honored by the Ashland Elks with the Distinguished Tomcat Award during the Ashland Invitational Tournament, an honor that epitomized his heralded athletic career and brought him tremendous pride; and 

WHEREAS, Ralph Felty was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Anne Deatherage Felty. The couple had four children, John Deatherage, Ralph Felty, Jr., Connie Ashley, and Jane Young; and 

WHEREAS, Ralph Felty peacefully departed this earthly life on March 19, 2011, and an entire community joins his family and friends in mourning his loss; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its most profound sense of sorrow and proffers its sincerest condolences to the family and friends of Ralph Benton Felty. 

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Ralph Benton Felty. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Kevin Sinnette for delivery to the family.
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