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A RESOLUTION honoring Denzil Allen for being named the 2011 Floyd County Distinguished Citizen.

WHEREAS, Denzil Allen was born in rural Leslie County, the son of Cornelius and Hallie Allen. Because the distance between his home and the local high school was so great, he rode a mule for two miles and was bused the other 14 to make it to school before first bell. He graduated at the tender age of 15, and continued on to Union College in Barbourville. Among his many accomplishments as an adolescent was the establishment of a weekly newspaper, The Leslie County News, a feat that would make him, at 17 years old, the youngest newspaper editor in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, it was as a schoolteacher that Denzil Allen displayed an uncommon capacity for leadership and mentoring young people. The teaching profession led him to what has become a lifelong hobby--his relationship with the Boy Scouts of America. First as a volunteer and then as a Scout leader, his unit excelled at such an astonishing rate that Mr. Allen was honored by former Governor Bert T. Combs; and 

WHEREAS, in 1974, Denzil Allen and his family entered the Walking Horse business, a pursuit that would instill in him a deep love of horses and the horse industry. In 2007, Mr. Allen was inducted into the Kentucky Walking Horse Association Hall of Fame. He has worked for the United States Department of Army, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, and for the past 26 years, he has owned and operated Hatton-Allen Insurance Agency in Prestonsburg. Mr. Allen served his community for 20 years as a part-time Alcoholic Beverage Control Administrator. In 1977, he became a member of the Civil Air Patrol, the Auxiliary of the United States Air Force, and in 1991 became Kentucky Wing Commander, eventually being promoted to Colonel. He developed an agreement for the Kentucky State Police, National Guard, United States Forestry Service, and the Drug Enforcement Administration whereby the Civil Air Patrol would support missions for drug eradication. In March 1995, he was promoted Region Commander of the Great Lakes Region, and during his tour, he was awarded five Distinguished Service Medals; and

WHEREAS, through his many charitable donations and his vast volunteer service, Denzil Allen has distinguished himself as a fixture of the Prestonsburg and Floyd County areas. He has worn many hats, including serving as a past member of the Kentucky Horse Council, as former President of the Kentucky Walking Horse Association, as the Chairman of the Prestonsburg Tourism Commission, as a member of the Kentucky Democratic State Central Committee and Finance Committee, as President of the Big Sandy Trail Riders Club, and as a member of the Eastern Kentucky Walking and Racking Association; and 

WHEREAS, Denzil Allen's life accomplishments have not gone unnoticed. On March 24, at the Jenny Wiley Convention Center in Prestonsburg, Kentucky, he will be named the 2011 Floyd County Distinguished Citizen. Mr. Allen will receive the prestigious award because of his close involvement with the Dewey Lake Horse Trail, a series of 25-mile-long trails near the German Bridge Campground in Floyd County. The horse trail, which hosted its grand opening in September 2010, was the product of more than four years of negotiations between the United States Army Corps of Engineers and the Big Sandy Trail Riders Club. The trail will provide an economic boost to Floyd County and strengthen an already growing adventure tourism market in the area; and 

WHEREAS, as a loyal supporter of Floyd County's businesses and charitable causes, Denzil Allen, along with his wife, Janice Blackburn Allen, and his children, Patrick and Renee, have always graciously given back to their community and gone above and beyond to preserve the natural beauty of Prestonsburg and Floyd County. This Honorable Body commends Mr. Allen for his charitable and civic good work, and congratulates him on being named the 2011 Floyd County Distinguished Citizen;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives commends Denzil Allen for being named the 2011 Floyd County Distinguished Citizen and wishes him the very best in all of his future endeavors. 

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Denzil Allen, 1135 South Lake Drive, Prestonsburg, Kentucky 41653-1307.
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