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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and memory of former Pakistan Minister for Minorities Shahbaz Bhatti, who was assassinated this month for following the example of Jesus when Mr. Bhatti risked his life so that other Pakistanis might enjoy life more abundantly, including the freedom to speak and to practice faith in Jesus without fear of the mandatory death sentence imposed under Section 295-B and 295-C of the Pakistan Penal Code, that nation's blasphemy laws.

WHEREAS, on March 2, 2011, Pakistan's only cabinet member believing in the resurrection and deity of Jesus, Shahbaz Bhatti, a member of the ruling Pakistan People's Party, was assassinated by gunmen after which pamphlets attributed to Al-Qaida and a branch of the Pakistan Taliban were distributed at the crime scene warning that anyone who criticized Pakistan's blasphemy laws would be killed; and

WHEREAS, those upholding the doctrine that it is a righteous act to use intimidation and murder to pressure others to embrace the Muslim faith were unsuccessful in silencing Shahbaz Bhatti's call for religious tolerance even after Salman Taseer, the moderate Muslim governor of the Punjab Province of Pakistan, was murdered on January 4, 2011, for also criticizing the way Pakistan's blasphemy laws were used as a pretext for murdering followers of Jesus; and

WHEREAS, like Governor Salman Taseer, Minister Bhatti believed their country's 1986 blasphemy laws undermined the credibility and world standing of the Pakistani government; and

WHEREAS, having received constant threats by the Taliban and al-Qaida for his lifelong work as an advocate for tolerance in Pakistan, including the human rights of minorities and women, Shahbaz Bhatti had prepared a video recording several weeks before his assassination as a final testimony to the power of the love of Jesus; and

WHEREAS, in that video, Shahbaz Bhatti stated, "When I'm leading this campaign against the sharia laws for the abolishment of blasphemy law, and speaking for the oppressed and marginalized persecuted Christian and other minorities, these Taliban threaten me... I'm living for my community and suffering people and I will die to defend their rights. So these threats and these warnings cannot change my opinion and principles"; and

WHEREAS, shortly before the assassination, Shahbaz Bhatti further testified, "I am receiving threats on speaking against the blasphemy law, but my faith gives me strength and we will not allow the handful of extremists to fulfill their agenda"; and

WHEREAS, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton called the Bhatti assassination "an attack not only on one man, but on the values of tolerance and respect for people of all faiths and backgrounds that had been championed by Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan"; and

WHEREAS, because Mr. Bhatti believed deeply the words of Jesus: "Inasmuch as you have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, you have done it unto me," he did not hesitate to put his life in jeopardy for persecuted believers including Asia Bibi, after she was sentenced to death by a Pakistani court for violating the blasphemy laws;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives, speaking with one voice on behalf of the citizens of this Commonwealth, convey their heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of Shahbaz Bhatti, and join President Asif Ali Zardari and the people of Pakistan as well as Pope Benedict XVI and other disciples of Jesus throughout the world in mourning Mr. Bhatti's death and condemning his assassination for simply following Jesus' teaching to defend the poor and help women like Asia Bibi.

Section 2.   The members of the House of Representatives express special appreciation for the heavy burden Shahbaz Bhatti bore for saving the life of a poor agricultural worker, Asia Bibi, sentenced to death for violating Pakistan's blasphemy laws when she expressed her sincerely held convictions about Jesus not being just a prophet, but being her risen Lord who taught that God is Love and that His followers should love, not hate, their enemies.

Section 3.   In response to the act that surely caused Shahbaz Bhatti's death, his defense of Asia Bibi, the House of Representatives joins in supporting the appeals Mr. Bhatti made for President Asif Ali Zardari to spare the life of this 42-year-old wife and mother of five children who may otherwise become Pakistan's first female to be hanged for blasphemy.

Section 4.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and memory of Shahbaz Bhatti, former Minister of Minorities in Pakistan.

Section 5.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Ambassador Cameron Munter, Embassy of the United States of America, Diplomatic Enclave, Ramna 5, Islamabad, Pakistan, and to other influential individuals demonstrating an interest in preventing deaths due to the so-called "blasphemy" or "religious defamation" laws as may be recommended by the sponsor of this Resolution.
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