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A RESOLUTION honoring Keeneland on the occasion of its 75th anniversary. 

WHEREAS, Keeneland hosted an open house for 15,000 people on October 11, 1936, for the purpose of introducing the race course and the new totalizator—the first installed in Kentucky. Four days later, on October 15, 1936, the inaugural racing card greeted 25,337 enthusiastic fans. Established by a group of horsemen led by Hal Price Headley as a facility where "the sport of the Bluegrass" could be duly honored as spectators experienced the sunshine and fresh air, over its more than seven decades the historic race course has become synonymous with the spirit and beauty of this great Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, in its infancy, Keeneland thrived because its mission statement was different and more ambitious than anything seen before in the Thoroughbred industry. Envisioned as a model where the money made was not given to shareholders but rather reinvested into the industry itself, the course has stood as a beacon rivaled only by the most luminous names in the sporting world—Augusta National, Wrigley Field, and Madison Square Garden; and 

WHEREAS, Keeneland currently holds a spring and fall meet each year, and it is the host of over 15 major stakes races, including the prestigious Commonwealth Breeders' Cup Stakes. Even as other financial institutions faltered and more historic landmarks vanished, Keeneland has remained a force in Thoroughbred racing and sales, and indeed, Keeneland is known as the most prestigious Thoroughbred auction company in the world. It has also continued to give to the Lexington area and to the Commonwealth, contributing more than $18 million to various charitable causes; and 

WHEREAS, Keeneland also maintains its tradition in many other ways. The Keeneland Library is one of the most valuable assets to the entire racing world. Keeneland's facilities are constantly upgraded to enhance the racing experience. In 2004, a Polytrack surface was installed on the five-eighths-mile training track, this being the first surface of its type at a public racing or training facility in North America. In 2006, a Polytrack racing surface was installed on the main track, making Keeneland just the third racetrack in North America to enjoy this safer surface. Also in 2006, Keeneland became the first racetrack in the United States to use Trakus video race technology that allows, through sensor chips carried in saddlecloths, for the tracking of horses electronically and digitally in real time. On April 17, 2009, Keeneland became just the second racetrack to be accredited by the National Thoroughbred Racing Association's Safety and Integrity Alliance. Also in 2009, the Horseplayers Association of North America ranked Keeneland first of all North American racetracks in its inaugural track rating system. Keeneland is also a three-time recipient of the Simulcast Award honoring the industry's best simulcast production; and

WHEREAS, this Honorable Body commends Keeneland, its President and CEO Nick Nicholson, and all the horsemen, spectators, jockeys, and Thoroughbreds who have helped to make Keeneland an integral piece of the fabric that comprises the Kentucky quilt. Through its infancy as a model course to its impeccable tradition as a venue for the greatest athletes in the world, this Body celebrates 75 fantastic years with this historic institution and wishes it the very best as it races into an even brighter future;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives congratulates Keeneland, its sales and racing staff, CEO Nick Nicholson, Director of Sales Geoffrey G. Russell, and everyone who has made the facility successful, and applauds Keeneland on the occasion of its historic 75th anniversary.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Keeneland.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Ruth Ann Palumbo for delivery.
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