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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION expressing heartfelt condolences and prayers to the people of Japan and encouraging humanitarian aid and spiritual support from all Kentuckians as the country recovers from the effects of the devastating earthquake of March 11, 2011.

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2011, a 9.0-magnitude earthquake struck 80 miles off the coastal city of Sendai, Japan. As the most powerful to hit Japan and the fourth strongest recorded since 1990, that earthquake and those that have followed have triggered numerous tsunamis of as much as 30 feet in height, and the resulting devastation has included floods, raging fires, and a critical emergency at the Fukushima Daiichi and Fukushima Daini nuclear power plants; and 

WHEREAS, the people of Japan have demonstrated courage and resilience in the face of this unfathomable tragedy. Amidst the country's most harrowing crisis in the post-war era, the people of Japan and their Prime Minister, Naoto Kan, have worked tirelessly to mitigate the problems associated with monumental natural disasters. Now in the infancy of their effort, with thousands of Japanese citizens dead and thousands more missing, the people of this island nation are courageously attempting to rebuild their lives and their homeland; and 

WHEREAS, over 70 nations have offered relief assistance to Japan, and many have sent disaster response teams to the country. The United States of America rapidly responded to the crisis, sending two United States Agency for International Development (USAID) urban search and rescue teams, a USAID Disaster Assistance Response Team, and United States naval vessels, including the USS Ronald Reagan. The indelible friendship between the United States and Japan, a friendship forged upon shared democratic ideals and strong economic ties, has strengthened in the wake of this tragedy. The United States and its people have vowed to stand with the Japanese in this dark moment, and through the collective strength of both nations and their citizens, the light will again shine upon this proud island; and 

WHEREAS, Kentucky is home to thousands of Japanese citizens working collectively with their American colleagues in over 31,000 jobs at 150 Japanese companies across the state. The influence of Japanese investments and, indeed, Japanese culture is visible across this great Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, the people of Kentucky join with all citizens of the United States to mourn the national tragedy that has struck Japan, and to acknowledge our role in the ongoing effort to support the country during this time of its healing. We offer our fervent prayers for the citizens in that great island nation and for its citizens and families living in Kentucky and across the United States; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky citizens interested in providing assistance may contact spiritual aid organizations, including but not limited to the Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation, Catholic Relief Services, the United Methodist Committee on Relief, the Baptist World Alliance, and the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, and other organizations such as USAID, the International Red Cross, Habitat for Humanity, and Save the Children; and

WHEREAS, the people of Kentucky offer prayerful support to the people of Japan with the understanding that the humanitarian needs may only be met with the guidance of our Creator;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Kentucky General Assembly expresses heartfelt condolences to the people of Japan affected by the horrific earthquake and tsunami on March 11, 2011. 

Section 2.   The Kentucky General Assembly urges all Kentuckians to support, both spiritually and materially, the ongoing humanitarian effort in Japan. 

Section 3.   The Kentucky General Assembly encourages all state agencies to provide support to the people of Japan and offer assistance wherever possible to those people and to Japanese citizens and their families who are living in Kentucky.

Section 4.   The Kentucky General Assembly calls upon the legislatures of all states to encourage their citizenry to support, in whatever means available to them, the people of Japan, and to keep that island nation in their thoughts and prayers.

Section 5.   The Clerk of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Japanese Ambassador to the United States, Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki, Embassy of Japan, 2520 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 2008.
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