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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of the Pikeville College Bears for winning the 2011 Buffalo Funds-NAIA Division I Men's Basketball National Championship.

WHEREAS, on March 22, 2011, the Pikeville College Bears capped off an unprecedented run by defeating Mountain State University 83-76 in an overtime thriller to win the Buffalo Funds-NAIA Division I Men's Basketball National Championship. The title was the first national championship in a men's sport in Pikeville College history; and 

WHEREAS, Pikeville College finished this spectacular season with 30 wins against only seven losses. Entering the 32-team tournament as an unseeded squad, Pikeville became the first team in NAIA history to beat five seeded teams en route to a championship; and 

WHEREAS, Pikeville College was led by Trevor Setty, who won the tournament's Chuck Taylor Most Valuable Player Award. Setty, a sophomore from Maysville, Kentucky, and a former standout at Mason County High School, matched his career high with 32 points and pulled down 17 rebounds in the title game. Joining Setty on the All-Tournament Team were seniors Vance Cooksey and Quincy Hankins-Cole; and 

WHEREAS, Pikeville College was coached by Kelly Wells, who led Mason County High School to a state championship in 2003 and was a two-time Kentucky Coach of the Year. Wells was ably assisted by Brett Rector, Donald Thomas, John Biery, and Tigh Compton. Members of the team were Chris Puckett, Justin Hicks, Cordaro Ellis, Vance Cooksey, Quintel Maxwell, Josh Whitaker, Andre Thornton, Chris Donald, Kyan Hines, Quincy Hankins-Cole, Trevor Setty, Ryan Whitaker, Derrick Lee, and Kane Belcher; and 

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that this Honorable Body recognize the perseverance, effort, and accomplishments of this outstanding group of young men, who exemplify the best in dedication and teamwork, and who will forever be remembered in the storied annals of Kentucky and NAIA college basketball;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby recognize and honor the Pikeville College Bears, Head Coach Kelly Wells, the assistants and support staff, parents, and the entire Pikeville community upon winning the Buffalo Funds-NAIA Division I Men's Basketball National Championship.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Head Coach Kelly Wells, Pikeville College, 147 Sycamore Street, Pikeville, Kentucky 41501.
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