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A RESOLUTION recognizing March as American Red Cross Month. 

WHEREAS, created by Clara Barton in 1881, the American Red Cross has evolved to be a charitable organization that is unmatched in terms of its volunteer support, its core membership, and its historic tradition as a force of goodwill and humanitarianism in the face of crisis; and 

WHEREAS, today's American Red Cross is truly a humanitarian organization led by volunteers who provide relief to victims of disasters and who aid in the prevention, preparation, and response to emergencies. Across Kentucky, more than 20 local chapters of the American Red Cross have responded to disasters; offered emergency communications services to United States servicemen and servicewomen and their families; and conducted training exercises for disaster relief, first aid, and disease prevention. This Commonwealth is a safer and more prepared place because of this hallowed institution and its selfless volunteers; and

WHEREAS, in 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt declared the month of March 1943 "Red Cross Month," and this tradition of yearly Presidential Proclamations has since stood as a proud and unwavering symbol of this country's indomitable volunteer spirit and its most noble ideals. On February 28, 2011, President Barack Obama proclaimed March 2011, as American Red Cross Month; and 

WHEREAS, this Honorable Body commends the American Red Cross, including the esteemed chapters in Kentucky, and honors each President's declaration of March as American Red Cross Month. This Body also commends the volunteers of the American Red Cross, both in this great Commonwealth and across this nation, and expresses appreciation for their service and dedication to the greater good;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its profound appreciation for the founders and volunteers of the American Red Cross and its local chapters in Kentucky, and wishes the organization the very best in its ongoing pursuit of a better, safer, and healthier world. 

Section 2.   The Senate, in accordance with the Proclamation of President Barack Obama, recognizes March as American Red Cross Month, and proudly observes and acknowledges the American Red Cross as a vital force in Kentucky's response to emergencies and disasters. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Bonnie McElveen-Hunter, Chairman, Board of Governors, American Red Cross, 2025 E Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006; Gail J. McGovern, President and CEO, American Red Cross, 2025 E Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006; and Keith Alvey, CEO, American Red Cross-Louisville Area Chapter, 510 E. Chestnut Street, P.O. Box 1675, Louisville, Kentucky 40201-1675.
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