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A RESOLUTION urging manufacturers and distributors of pseudoephedrine to volunteer funds for the clean-up of illegal methamphetamine laboratories.

WHEREAS, methamphetamine abuse is common in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the bulk of methamphetamine used by Kentucky drug addicts is illegally produced here in Kentucky by "meth labs"; and

WHEREAS, the primary essential ingredient for the manufacture of methamphetamine is pseudoephedrine; and

WHEREAS, depending on the method of manufacture used, numerous dangerous chemicals are used in the process to turn pseudoephedrine into methamphetamine including starting fluid (ether), paint thinner, acetone, anhydrous ammonia, iodine crystals, red phosphorus, brake cleaner (toluene), drain cleaner, sulfuric acid, and sodium, or lithium; and

WHEREAS, while many of these chemicals are dangerous by themselves, in the combinations used to manufacture methamphetamine they cause fire, explosion, and other hazards; and

WHEREAS, short-term exposure to high concentrations of chemical vapors used in the "cooking" of methamphetamine can cause lung damage, chemical burns, and death; and

WHEREAS, responding to a "meth lab" incident and cleaning up the "meth lab" is not a simple process as evidenced by the 45 pages of "Voluntary Guidelines for Methamphetamine Laboratory Cleanup" issued by the United States Environmental Protection Agency in 2009; and

WHEREAS, according to the United States Drug Enforcement Administration, one pound of methamphetamine creates five pounds of hazardous waste; and

WHEREAS, police officers responding to "meth lab" incidents must wear protective clothing or risk danger to their own health as happened in 2005 to three Harrodsburg police officers who were injured by inhaling anhydrous ammonia fumes; and

WHEREAS, in 2010 the Kentucky State Police reported 1,078 "meth lab" seizures, which was the third highest number in the nation; and

WHEREAS, by law, the criminals making the methamphetamine are supposed to pay the costs of cleaning up their laboratories, however the facts are that the methamphetamine makers don't have any money, but law enforcement agencies just cannot leave the chemicals behind; and

WHEREAS, the result is that the police are left with the cost of cleaning up "meth labs" and disposing of the hazardous chemicals, at an average cost of $2,144 per laboratory as reported by the Department of Kentucky State Police; and

WHEREAS, in the past state and local police relied on federal grants to purchase protective gear and relied on the Drug Enforcement Administration to pay the costs of clean-up of the methamphetamine laboratories and disposal of the hazardous chemicals, and those funds are now no longer available because Congress did not fund the Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) and Byrne grants to continue the programs for protective clothing and equipment and the cost of cleaning up the laboratories and the costs of disposal of the hazardous chemicals; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Kentucky State Police was only paying for the clean-up of one-third of the laboratory sites in Kentucky, local government has and will be left to pay two-thirds of the continuing protective equipment and clean-up costs; and

WHEREAS, now, in a time of economic hardship, the Department of Kentucky State Police must bear the cost of $325,000 to purchase equipment and supplies and about $409,714 to pay contractors to haul off the hazardous materials; and

WHEREAS, the Louisville Metro Police reported spending more than $380,000 in federal funds to clean up methamphetamine laboratories in Jefferson County and that the cost of cleaning up a small lab site is about $800, Louisville Metro Government and its taxpayers will be left with the costs in the future; and

WHEREAS, pseudoephedrine and other drug manufacturers currently voluntarily fund the Kentucky Office of Drug Control Policy's "MethCheck" program in a commendable and responsible effort to reduce the illegal diversion of pseudoephedrine for the manufacture of methamphetamine; and

WHEREAS, without pseudoephedrine, ephedrine, or phenylpropanolamine, illegal methamphetamine cannot be produced;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.  The Senate commends drug manufacturers for their support of the "MethCheck" program, the Senate urges the manufacturers and wholesalers of pseudoephedrine and other drugs to voluntarily support state and local law enforcement efforts to protect peace officer safety through the purchase of protective gear and supplies, and to protect and support public safety through payment of costs for clean-up of illegal methamphetamine laboratories.

Section 2.  That the Clerk of the Senate shall send a copy of this resolution to each of the companies which are funding the present "MethCheck" program.
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