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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Senator Julian Carroll in recognition of his 80th birthday and his 50th year of public service.

WHEREAS, Senator Julian Carroll was born in West Paducah on April 16, 1931; and

WHEREAS, Senator Carroll's interest in public service and public policy began in his youth, when he was selected to represent Heath High School at Kentucky Boys State, where he was elected governor of the mock government exercise; and

WHEREAS, Senator Carroll earned his Bachelor of Arts and Juris Doctor degrees from the University of Kentucky before serving three years in the United States Air Force; and

WHEREAS, Senator Carroll returned to his native McCracken County in 1959 and immediately was drafted to lead the referendum campaign on local utilities, a successful proposition that led to his political popularity and subsequent election to the Kentucky House of Representatives in 1961; and

WHEREAS, Senator Carroll served the people of McCracken County in that chamber for five terms, including two terms as Speaker of the House of Representatives, during which he introduced the modern committee structure and rules of the chamber that remain largely intact to this day; and

WHEREAS, Senator Carroll was elected in 1970 as Lieutenant Governor of Kentucky, a position that at that time also made him President of this Honorable Body, the first man to serve as head of both legislative chambers since Lieutenant Governor J.C.W. Beckham in 1900; and

WHEREAS, Senator Carroll ascended to the office of Governor in 1974 upon the resignation of Governor Wendell Ford to become United States Senator, and won re-election to that office in 1975; and

WHEREAS, Senator Carroll left the Governor's Mansion in 1979 and returned to private life, but remained a constant public face in his new home community of Frankfort; and

WHEREAS, Senator Carroll returned to elected office 25 years later, winning election to this Honorable Body in 2004; and

WHEREAS, Senator Carroll's rich experience across the many strands of state government make him invaluable to his fellow Senators as a reference guide to the history and details of the cabinets, departments, offices, commissions, boards, and other agencies that carry out the policies of this Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, across these many decades, Senator Carroll has been known as one of the finest orators in this state's recent political history and is well-known for sharing his years of accumulated knowledge with the members of this Honorable Body; and

WHEREAS, when not toiling as a servant of the people, Senator Carroll is known as a faithful servant of the Lord working as a lay minister at First Assembly of God in Frankfort; and

WHEREAS, Senator Carroll, in all his public and private positions has steadfastly and sincerely worked to champion opportunities for Kentucky's young people through education and economic development, and to protect this Commonwealth's most vulnerable citizens with efficient, effective, and properly funded social services and public safety programs; and

WHEREAS, along with his many titles —the Gentleman from McCracken, Speaker, Lieutenant Governor, Mr. President, Governor, and the Senator from Franklin — Senator Carroll has above all treasured the titles of Husband, Father, and Grandfather, creating with his loving and loyal wife, Charlann, a family of four children and seven grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, as Senator Carroll enters his ninth decade of life on this earth and his sixth decade of service to the people of this Commonwealth, the members of this Honorable Body wish to state for the public record that his many contributions are valued and treasured;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate express their appreciation and admiration for the Senator from Franklin, Senator Julian Carroll, for his 50 years of service to this Commonwealth and its citizens, and look forward to serving with him for many more years to come.

Section 2.   The members of the Senate send their warmest wishes to Senator Julian Carroll on his upcoming 80th birthday on April 16, 2011.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Senator Julian Carroll.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Julian Carroll, Room 229, Capitol Annex.
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