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A RESOLUTION honoring the University of Kentucky Wildcats Basketball team upon the completion of a successful season in which they advanced to the 2011 NCAA Final Four.

WHEREAS, the 2010-11 University of Kentucky Wildcats Basketball team recently completed their season with a record of 29 wins against 9 losses; and

WHEREAS, the young, undermanned Wildcats used a six-man rotation through most of the season, three of whom were freshman; and

WHEREAS, after compiling a 12-2 pre-conference record, the Wildcats struggled during SEC play, at one point standing at 7-6 in conference play; and

WHEREAS, consecutive victories over Vanderbilt, Tennessee, and Florida propelled the Wildcats to a 10-6 finish and second place in the SEC East; and

WHEREAS, the Wildcats' winning ways continued at the SEC Tournament in Atlanta, where they dispatched all three of their opponents by comfortable margins to claim their 27th SEC Tournament Championship; and

WHEREAS, the Wildcats were slotted a four seed in the NCAA Tournament's East regional, yet managed to defeat Princeton, West Virginia, number one overall seed Ohio State, and North Carolina to claim the regional championship and advance to the Final Four for the 14th time in school history and the first time since 1998; and

WHEREAS, a one-point loss to eventual national champion Connecticut, while disappointing, did not take away from the remarkable accomplishments of this incredible group of young men; and

WHEREAS, the Wildcats were led by a trio of upperclassmen: senior Josh Harrellson, whose stellar play during the Cats' postseason run earned him a special place in the hearts of all UK fans; and juniors DeAndre Liggins and Darius Miller; and a trio of Freshmen: Terrence Jones, Brandon Knight, and Doron Lamb; and

WHEREAS, other members of the Wildcats' 2010-2011 team included Stacey Poole, Jon Hood, Jarrod Polson, and Eloy Vargas; and

WHEREAS, the Wildcats were led back to the Final Four by Coach John Calipari, who in two seasons at UK has compiled a record of 64-12 and became only the second coach in NCAA history to lead three different teams to the Final Four; and

WHEREAS, the 2010-11 University of Kentucky Wildcats Basketball team thrilled fans across the Commonwealth and the entire nation, and will forever hold a special place in the storied history of Wildcat basketball;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do hereby applaud the University of Kentucky Wildcats and Coach John Calipari for their accomplishments during this magical season, and wish the team and all the players and coaches good fortune in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mitch Barnhart, Director of Athletics, UK Athletics, Joe Craft Center, 338 Lexington Ave., Lexington, KY 40506-0604.
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