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A RESOLUTION honoring the Bellarmine University Knights upon winning the NCAA Division II Men's Basketball National Championship.

WHEREAS, on March 26, 2011, in front of 2,906 fans at the MassMutual Center in Springfield, Massachusetts, the Bellarmine University Knights defeated the Brigham Young University-Hawaii Seasiders by a score of 71-68 to win the coveted NCAA Division II Men's Basketball National Championship; and 

WHEREAS, the championship game was a thrilling affair that saw Bellarmine grab an eight-point lead with only nine minutes left in the game. With time running out and its season in the balance, Brigham Young University-Hawaii mounted a comeback that took a courageous effort in the final three minutes by the determined team from Bellarmine. After a flurry of exciting action that saw Bellarmine grab timely loose balls and turn away Brigham Young University-Hawaii's desperate attempts to tie the game, Bellarmine senior Nick Holmes hit two free throws with just two seconds left to complete the improbable championship run. The Knights were led by Jeremy Kendle and Chris Dowe, who scored 16 points each in the championship game; and 

WHEREAS, the victory capped a tremendous season for the Knights. The team won 33 out of 35 games, finishing the season by winning 25 of the last 26 games. On the way to the Division II "Elite 8" and the program's first national championship, Bellarmine University captured the hearts of the Louisville community and earned a following that will boost the university and its men's basketball program for many years to come; and

WHEREAS, the Colonels were led by Head Coach Scott Davenport, the former University of Louisville assistant coach and winner of the 2011 Schelde North America/Division II Bulletin Coach of the Year. He was ably assisted by Drew Cooper, Carl White, and Michael Scott. Members of the team were Braydon Hobbs, Jeremy Kendle, Forrest Smallwood, Chris Dowe, Garett Ross, Aaron Robison, Keisten Jones, Justin Benedetti, Kris Carree, Jacob Jenkins, Julian Wilkison, Steve Pogue, Nick Holmes, Tony Hamann, Luke Sprague, Hayden Simon, and Stevie Loveless; and 

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that this Honorable Body recognize the perseverance, efforts, and accomplishments of this outstanding group of student athletes, who exemplify the best in dedication and teamwork, and who will forever be remembered in the storied annals of NCAA Division II and Kentucky college basketball;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby recognize and honor the Bellarmine University Knights, Head Coach Scott Davenport, the assistants and support staff, parents, and the entire Bellarmine University community upon winning the 2011 NCAA Division II Men's Basketball National Championship.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Head Coach Scott Davenport, Bellarmine University, 2001 Newburg Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40205.

Page 1 of 2
BR012400.100 - 124 - 308

Jacketed

