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On page 1, after line 3, by inserting the following: 

"Section 1.   KRS 12.023 is amended to read as follows:

The following organizational units and administrative bodies shall be attached to the Office of the Governor:

(1)
Department of Military Affairs;

(2)
Department for Local Government;

(3)
Kentucky Commission on Human Rights;

(4)
Kentucky Commission on Women;

(5)
Kentucky Commission on Military Affairs;

(6)
Governor's Scholars Program;

(7)
Agricultural Development Board;

(8)
Kentucky Agricultural Finance Corporation;

(9)
Office of Minority Empowerment;

(a)
The Martin Luther King Commission;

(10)
Office of Homeland Security; [and]
(11)
Governor's Council on Wellness and Physical Activity; and

(12)
The  Independent Office for Oversight of Child Protective Services.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 12 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
There is hereby established the Independent Office for Oversight of Child Protective Services which shall be independent of any supervision or control by any executive branch agency. To the extent funds are available, the Office of the Governor shall provide support for the office.

(2)
The Independent Office for Oversight of Child Protective Services shall be headed by an executive director who shall be appointed by the Governor for a term of not less than three (3) years, notwithstanding any law to the contrary, from a list of names submitted by a nominating committee as set forth in subsection (3) of this section. The executive director may, subject to available funds, employ other personnel as he or she deems necessary for the efficient management of the office. The executive director may be removed for cause by the Governor with the approval of three (3) members of the nominating committee.

(3)
A nominating committee composed of the commissioner of the Kentucky State Police, the Chief Justice of the Kentucky Supreme Court, the Attorney General, the Kentucky Board of Social Work, and the executive director of the Administrative Office of the Courts shall each present one (1) name, from which the Governor shall appoint the executive director of the Independent Office of Investigation for Child Protective Services.

(4)
The executive director shall have appropriate education, experience, and training with the legal system, the management and coordination of state agencies, and the investigation of child abuse and neglect cases. The executive director shall be selected without regard to political affiliation and on the basis of integrity and leadership capability.

(5)
The executive director of the Independent Office for Oversight of Child Protective Services shall:

(a)
Serve as the chair of the external statewide child fatality and near fatality review panel established under Section 7 of this Act;

(b)
Participate in internal reviews of cases where child abuse or neglect has resulted in a child fatality or near fatality conducted by the cabinet; 

(c)
Upon the request of the co-chairs, coordinate activities with the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault; and

(d)
Manage the duties and responsibilities of the office.

(6)
The Independent Office for Oversight of Child Protective Services shall:

(a)
Monitor compliance with administrative regulations and policies of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services and state and federal laws to ensure that children and families receive timely, safe, and effective services;

(b)
Upon the initiative of the executive director, investigate issues regarding the welfare of children in the Commonwealth;

(c)
Communicate with child advocacy groups, universities, law enforcement, family court judges, cabinet supervisors, the medical community, and any other appropriate persons or groups concerned with child welfare, who may express concerns or make recommendations regarding child welfare in the Commonwealth; and

(d)
Participate in any collateral discussions regarding plans to address racial disproportionality and disparity in the Department for Community Based Services' client population.

(7)
To the extent funds are available, the Cabinet for Health and Family Services shall provide for at least one (1) administrative staff person and office space to be located in the main building of the cabinet.

(8)
The Independent Office for Oversight of Child Protective Services shall have all access to information and records, authority to subpoena records, and responsibilities for confidentiality as the external statewide child fatality and near fatality review panel under Section 7 of this Act.

(9)
The Independent Office for Oversight of Child Protective Services shall, in cooperation with the external statewide child fatality and near fatality review panel, submit an annual report to the Chief Justice of the Kentucky Supreme Court, the Governor, the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare, the Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary, the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue, the Office of the Attorney General, the commissioner of the Department for Public Health, the commissioner of the Department for Community Based Services, and the state child fatality review team. The report, including findings and recommendations, shall be made available or published in a manner that shall not disclose the identity of an individual child or family who is subject to the panel’s review. The report shall be made easily accessible to the public and available on the Cabinet for Health and Family Services' Web site. The report shall include, but not be limited to:

(a)
A detailed description of the ongoing and completed activities, investigations, and outcomes, and any resulting findings or recommendations; and

(b)
Recommendations for a coordinated, system-wide response to improve outcomes for children who have been abused or neglected." and renumbering subsequent sections accordingly; and

On page 4, line 7, after "deaths to" by inserting "the executive director of the Independent Office for Oversight of Child Protective Services for review by"; and

On page 4, line 8, by deleting "5" and inserting "7" in lieu thereof; and

On page 4, line 9, by deleting "corner" and inserting "coroner" in lieu thereof; and

On page 4, line 10, by deleting "5" and inserting "7" in lieu thereof; and

On page 4, line 16, after "team to" by inserting "the executive director of the Independent Office for Oversight of Child Protective Services for review by"; and

On page 4, line 16, by deleting "5" and inserting "7" in lieu thereof; and

On page 4, after line 21, by inserting:

"(11)
The Cabinet for Health and Family Services shall provide support for establishing and operating the local child fatality response teams."; and

On page 16, line 11, by deleting "4" and inserting "6" in lieu thereof; and

On page 16, line 14, by deleting "Attorney General, or an assistant Attorney General," and by inserting "executive director of the Independent Office for Oversight of Child Protective Services" in lieu thereof; and

On page 16, line 15, by deleting "until the panel selects a chair"; and

On page 16, line 17, after "members" by inserting "in addition to the executive director of the Independent Office for Oversight of Child Protective Services,"; and

On page 16, line 18, after "assistant attorney general" by inserting ", who shall serve as chair of the panel in the event that the position of the executive director of the Independent Office for Oversight of Child Protective Services is vacant"; and 

On page 18, line 5, after "Members" by inserting "other than the chair who are"; and

On page 18, line 8, after "member" by inserting "other than the chair"; and

On page 20, line 26, after "Judiciary," by inserting "the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue,"; and

On page 21, lines 6 to 8, by deleting "The panel shall present an annual report of findings and recommendations to the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare and the Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary."; and

On page 21, line 8, by deleting "and annual"; and

On page 21, line 11, after "(14)", by inserting:


"The panel shall, in cooperation with the Independent Office for Oversight of Child Protective Services, submit an annual report to the Chief Justice of the Kentucky Supreme Court, the Governor, the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare, the Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary, the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue, the Office of the Attorney General, the commissioner of the Department for Public Health, the commissioner of the Department for Community Based Services, and the state child fatality review team as required under Section 2 of this Act. The report, including findings and recommendations, shall be made available or published in a manner that shall not disclose the identity of an individual child or family who is subject to the panel’s review. The report shall be made easily accessible to the public and available on the Cabinet for Health and Family Services' Web site. The report shall include, but not be limited to:

(a)
A detailed description of the ongoing and completed activities, investigations, and outcomes, and any resulting findings or recommendations; and

(b)
Recommendations for a coordinated, system-wide response to improve outcomes for children who have been abused or neglected.

(15)"; and

On page 22, line 20, by deleting "4" and inserting "6" in lieu thereof; and

On page 32, line 11, after "The" by inserting "Independent Office for Oversight of Child Protective Services as established in Section 2 of this Act and the"; and

On page 32, line 12, by deleting "5" and inserting "7" in lieu thereof; and

On page 34, line 9, after "To" by inserting "the Independent Office for Oversight of Child Protective Services as established in Section 2 of this Act and"; and

On page 34, line 10, by deleting "5" and inserting "7" in lieu thereof; and

On page 34, line 15, by deleting "4" and inserting "6" in lieu thereof; and

On page 34, line 25, by deleting "4" and inserting "6" in lieu thereof; and

On page 36, line 10, by deleting "5" and inserting "7" in lieu thereof; and

On page 36, line 16, by deleting "5" and inserting "7" in lieu thereof.
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