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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	300


	Bill #:
	HB 125 HCS


	Bill Subject/Title:
	“Guardian Alert” Procedures for searches for missing persons with a traumatic brain injury or a developmental disabilities. 


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Brad Montell


	Unit of Government:
	x
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Local emergency management director; local search and rescue coordinator; county judge/executive or mayor 


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	x
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics

HB 125 HCS retains the measure’s original provisions under KRS Chapter 39F relating to local search and rescues of missing persons with impairments and developmental disabilities, except to:

(1) Rename the missing persons alert from “Chase Alert” to "Guardian Alert" 
(2) Make the alert also applicable to those with known or reported traumatic brain injuries; 
(3) Require the training on search and rescues to also include information about traumatic brain injuries; and

(4) Provide that organizations with a history of and demonstrable experience with traumatic brain injuries and developmental disabilities be consulted regarding curricula from training (The measure as introduced had required recommendations from specific agencies and organizations).
None of the changes in the HCS affect the local mandate.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The estimated fiscal impact of HB 125 HCS on any particular local government that reports and conducts search and rescue procedures for a missing person who is known or reported to have an impairment, developmental disability, or traumatic brain injury, remains the same, that is, it is likely to be minimal.  
For county budgets overseen by County Judge/Executives, the Guardian Alert reporting aspect under the measure is expected to have a minimal budget impact.  It is not expected that implementation of the measure would require any new personnel but would require additional training with associated additional time and resources required.  The state Division of Emergency Management is expected to bear the cost associated with curriculum, textbook, and instructional materials changes as well as the cost of course delivery.
Note that search and rescue squads are granted authorization to operate within a particular jurisdiction by the chief elected official of the local government to be served.  They are formally affiliated with the local disaster and emergency services agency/organization.  At present there are 156 identified rescue squads in the Commonwealth with varying capabilities. This number fluctuates on a monthly basis.

Most local fiscal courts fund local emergency management services to some degree from their general fund.  In addition, a statutorily created state-level Rescue Aid Program, administered by the state emergency management division, contains state appropriations providing some grant funding to local rescue squads.  The division also administers funds appropriated for rescue equipment and training.  

According to local and state agencies and associations that receive reports of lost and missing persons, conduct searches for those persons, and represent the interests of local government units with those duties, the overall fiscal impact of HB 125 HCS is expected to be minimal.

According to the Kentucky Association of County Judges/Executives, implementation of the measure, if enacted, would cause only a minimal fiscal impact for county budgets.  The cost of the reporting aspect of the bill would be negligible.  The training portion of the bill could easily be integrated with other emergency course training.  

	Data Source(s):
	Kentucky Association of County Judges/Executive;  Kentucky Emergency Management Association; Kentucky Division of Emergency Management (Operations)
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