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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	408


	Bill #:
	HB 190 GA


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Merger of local governments


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Jimmie Lee


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	 
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	 
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Fiscal Courts, City Legislative Bodies, County Clerks


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 190 GA requires that charter and uniform local government plans include procedures for dissolution of the charter or unified local government.  HB 190 GA requires that the plan to form a charter county government be submitted to the voters, a requirement that currently applies for establishment of unified local governments.  HB 190 GA provides that cities that did not vote in favor of the charter or unified local government are to be excluded from the charter or unified local government.
The House adopted a floor amendment (included in the GA version) establishing the number of votes required for unincorporated areas and either the largest city or cities totaling 50 percent of the population to approve a charter county government; likewise, HB 190 GA sets forth the same requirements for cities and unincorporated areas to approve a unified local government.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 190 GA on local governments is expected to be minimal.
When governmental bodies take necessary actions to establish a charter or unified local government, a commission is appointed to develop a comprehensive plan for consolidation of services and functions of cities and the county.  Current law sets forth the elements of the comprehensive plan that must be developed.  HB 190 GA adds the requirement that a plan for dissolution of the charter or unified local government be included in the comprehensive plan.  Since just this one additional step in drafting the comprehensive plan, the impact of this added requirement is expected to be a minimal additional cost.

HB 190 GA requires that votes on proposals to form a charter county government or a unified local government be tallied for each of the cities involved in the merger.  The County Clerks Association points out that this would take more time and effort for the county clerks to count the votes, city by city.  It should be noted that there will likely be few efforts to merge or consolidate in any one election cycle.  While those county clerks involved in these requirements will be burdened, the remainder of the county clerks will not be involved.
This analysis does not address the impact of creating or dissolving a charter county or unified local government.
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