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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	447


	Bill #:
	HB 198


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to controlled substances and declaring an emergency


	Sponsor:
	Representative C.B. Embry, Jr.


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	Local law enforcement, local jails


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 198 amends statutes applicable to the Schedule I controlled substances synthetic cannabinoids and synthetic cathinones.  The definitions for these drugs are expanded to include additional chemical compounds.   

According to the National Forensic Laboratory Information Service, synthetic cannabinoids also known as Spice, Spike and K2, “mimic the effects of delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), an active central nervous system constituent compound of marijuana.”  Synthetic cathinones are often mislabeled and sold as “bath salts” or “plant food”, but are actually stimulants that “produce pharmacological effects similar to methamphetamine.”

Under the bill, the penalties for possession, trafficking and manufacturing of synthetic cannabinoids and cathinones remain the same.  Possession is a Class B misdemeanor with a maximum term of incarceration of 30 days.  Trafficking and manufacturing are Class A misdemeanors.

     

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 198 on local law enforcement and local jails is indeterminable but expected to be minimal.  HB 198 expands the types of compounds included within the definition of prohibited synthetic cannabinoids and cathinones.  The bill bans, from legal sale, chemical variations of these drugs that have been formulated to skirt existing law.  Since these drugs are sold at commercial retail shops, a comprehensive ban on the compounds should compel retailers to stop selling or enable law enforcement to halt illegal sales.  Therefore, it is expected that there will be few additional cases constituting a crime under HB 198.
Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating an individual who does not make bail when charged with a Class B or Class A misdemeanor as well as an individual convicted of one of these offenses.  A person convicted of a Class B misdemeanor or a Class A misdemeanor can be incarcerated respectively for up to 90 days or one year in one of Kentucky’s 84 jails.  While the expense of housing inmates may vary widely by jail, each additional inmate will increase facility costs by an estimated average of $31.34 per day.      

	Data Source(s):
	U.S. Drug Enforcement Admin.; KY Assoc. of Chiefs of Police; KY Dept. of Corrections
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